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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
As-salaamu-alaikum,  
 
     I hope and pray that you and your families 
are in good health and Iman and Allah (SWT) is 
pleased with you. 
 
     Alhamdulillah MCC Board authorized the 
President at its March board meeting to sign the 
contract to build the mezzanine in MCC prayer 
hall and start the work immediately for its com-
pletion. This is a long term landmark dream of 
the community that has been delayed many 
times in the past. Insha’Allah with your support, 
we will complete it as soon as possible.  Please 
donate generously, help collect funds and par-
ticipate in this sadqah jaaria.  
 
     Last year in April, the MCC Board asked the 
MCC Educational Development Council to work 
with MCC Academy Council to study the feasi-
bility of a high school. Councils worked diligent-
ly and presented their findings to the Board in 
October of 2016 when the MCC Board approved 
the establishment of a high school. The councils 
again gave an update on the proposed finances 
and other logistics in the Board’s March 
meeting. Alhamdulillah, very soon the establish-
ment of an MCC high school is becoming a reali-
ty. This project is another high demand task of 
the community. The Board suggested that the 
Councils give periodic (three months) reports 
towards further progress for high school.  
 
     MCC is hosting a one of its kind “Candidate 
Forum, Town Hall meeting” for the village of 
Morton Grove candidates election on Sunday, 
March 26th, at MEC banquet hall. Candidates 
will explain their vision and future plans. The 
audience will be able to ask questions or voice 
concerns to the candidates. The village of Mor-
ton Grove has a large Muslim population and it 
is our duty to encourage Muslims to participate 
in local and national politics.  
 
May Allah (SWT) bless you! Ameen. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mohammad Sarwar Nasir 
847-927-0919 
Msnasir53@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

   MCC Academy celebrated a successful Annual Bene-

fit Dinner event on Saturday, March 11, 2017. With 

1000 people in attendance, Alhamdulillah the event 

was sold out! We were so pleased to have as our 

special guests, Mayors of Morton Grove and Skokie, 

Illinois State Senator Daniel Biss, Superintendent of 

Niles West and Niles North and the principal of Niles 

North. We were also happy to host as our special 

guests MCC President M. Sarwar Nasir, the MCC 

Board members, and many elders in our community 

who continue to support MCC Academy year after 

year.  

     MCC Academy felt the full love and support of 

MCCA parents, staff, alumni and community members 

this evening. Keynote speaker ISNA Vice President Dr. 

Altaf Hussain entertained guests with an inspiring talk 

emphasizing the theme of the night, "Our Families, 

Our Future" and was incredibly delightful in leading 

our fundraising. Many of the MCCA teachers shared 

with guests the exciting activities and programs taking 

place in their classrooms.  The Parent Support Group 

recognized all of the many parents that help support 

MCCA throughout the year. MCCA alumni were each 

presented with an MCCA Golden Crescent Alumni 

Award recognizing their extraordinary service to the 

community and outstanding personal success. And, 

our MCCA Nasheed Club students entertained guests 

during a delicious family-style dinner prepared by 

Anmol Restaurant. We are thankful for all of the busi-

nesses that sponsored the event this year and to each 

of those businesses and individuals who provided 

items for our silent auction and a free raffle, always a 

fun aspect of this special event.  

     MEC hosted a “Know Your Rights” infor-
mation session on, March 18th to educate 
community members of their civil rights 
and highlight key resources available to 
those whose civil rights are violated. Speak-
ers included State Representative Laura 
Fine (17th District), Sufyan Sohail (CAIR-
Chicago), and Carolyn Morales (Arise Chica-
go). The audience consisted both of com-
munity members and a large number of 
supporters who were guests to MEC, in-
cluding Skokie mayor George Van Dusen.  
 
     Also mentioned was the ongoing 
effort to have the Village Board pass a 
Welcoming City Ordinance for Morton 
Grove. It is especially encouraged that 
people attend the Morton Grove Candi-
dates Forum at 2:00 PM on Saturday, 
March 26, at the MEC. As Election Day 
(April 4th) rapidly approaches in many 
of our communities, we cannot disre-
gard our local governments. It is here 
that our community has the greatest 
capacity to effect change.—Isa Domin  

President’s Report MCCA Fundraising Dinner Know Your Rights 

State Rep. Laura Fine 

Youth break-out groups 



 

     Among a variety of programs 
already offered the MEC Women's 
Committee (W.C.) ventured on two 
new programs.  

 
     The first is Mommy&Me play-

group created for young children and 
moms to have an Islamic environ-
ment and an outlet to socialize with 
one another. Activities include free 
play, Islamic stories, singing, and 
snacks such as chips, juices, even piz-
za. Besides meeting at MEC banquet 
hall twice a month on Tuesdays at 
9:00 am, the group also does outdoor 
activities such as Jumpzone, chil-
dren's museums, etc.   

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
Another pilot program is to create 

events to make newly convert sisters 
feel more welcome in the communi-
ty. The first program was on February 
25th, a sisterhood potluck, where the 
community of sisters come together 
and get to know one another 
better. Alhamdulillah, the response of 
the community has been overwhelm-
ingly positive. 

The MEC W.C. hosted a “Sisterhood 
Potluck and Food Drive” for Zam's 
Hope Community Resource Center.  

 
     Sr. Fouzia Rahman ended her suc-

cessful 3-year term as an inspirational 
leader and reinventing the W.C. with 
new and important goals. Congratula-
tions for a job well done! Alhamdulil-
lah. 

     The MEC W.C. also warmly wel-
comed its new chairperson, Sr. Aaliya 
Rana. May Allah SWT always give you 
guidance in this new role. Congratula-
tions! –  Sr. Zeiba Husain 

     The MCC W.C. hosted story night: “The Slan-

der.” Sr. Umm Essa narrated the story of Aisha 

(RA). Afterward Sr. Zainab Ahmed gave details 

on the harms and evils of backbiting/slandering 

and the consequence/punishment for it.  

     We take the example of Aisha (RA) as to how 

one should react when tested in such way by 

putting their trust in Allah (SWT) and staying 

patient throughout. Sr. Zainab talked about how 

to treat those who hurt us by forgiving and 

letting go of any resentment or grudge against 

them. She mentioned a couple of Ahadith and 

verses from the Quran that warn us against 

falling to such acts.  

     Srs. Umm Musa and Diana hosted games and 

prizes thoroughly entertaining the audience. A 

lavish potluck was enjoyed by all.— Sr. Umm Esa 

 

MCC Adult Education Committee 
hosted a Safety and Security workshop 
at MCC at its Elston facility on March 
4th.  The event was very well received 
with about seventy guests in attend-
ance.  The speakers, Officer Sophia 
Syed from the Evanston Police Depart-
ment and Officer Anil Abdul Hamid of 
the 17th Precinct of Chicago, provided 
useful tips to understand specific types 
of crime, how to keep aware of your 
surroundings and stay alerted, and 
thoughts on various methods of pro-
tecting yourself. 

     The most important takeaways 
from the presentation were: 

*If you have questions or are con-
cerned about something call the police. 

*Try and keep yourself and your vehi-
cle in well-lit areas. 

*Keep homes and vehicles 
locked!  Especially vehicles while driv-
ing or filling gas. 

*If concerned call attention to your-
self and get to more public areas. 

*If you want to keep a weapon in 
your possession get well aware of the 
laws and ensure you are properly 
trained to use them. 

     There is more discrimination tak-
ing place against Muslims, women, and 
immigrants in our communities - how-
ever, the vast majority of our neighbors 
support and care for our wellbeing and 
safety.  Don't let a few bad apples 
change the way you live or the way you 
interact with your community. 

MCC/MEC Women’s 

Committee Programs 

Safety & Security Workshop 

MEC Leadership Academy 
    On Saturday, March 4th Trinity United 

Methodist Church and the MEC Leadership 

Academy came to the mosque to learn 

more about the similarities between the 

two faiths. The session began with a discus-

sion on the 5 pillars of Islam and conversa-

tions about being an American Muslim. 

Students from both the houses of worship 

had a great time. The event finished with a 

tour of the mosque, a dua, and chant 

'Peace Salam Shalom'.—Sawleh Waraich   

 
MCCA Honoree 
Congratulations to Mrs. Silvat Sheikh on winning the 2017 

Inspiring Woman Award from the Muslim Women’s Alliance 

for “serving in leadership for decades at Muslim Communi-

ty Center (MCC) and MCC Academy.” 



  MCCA Girls Scout Sisterhood Event 

     MCC Academy Girls Scout Cadettes hosted their peers 

from Skokie's Old Orchard Jr. High Cadette troop on 

March 10, 2017, for a special Sisterhood Ceremony held 

at Skokie campus.  

     Girl Scout Leaders Michelle Harris and Belinda Tay-

yabani created the event to promote unity among the 

girls. The girls earned their Girl Scout Way badge and 

celebrated the sisterhood that exists between all Girl 

Scouts, no matter their religion, race, or cultural back-

ground.  

     The girls enjoyed an inspirational talk by Community 

Activist and Educator, Mrs. Dilnaz Waraich, who shared 

with the girls her story of strength, determination, and 

courage in preparing for and accomplishing climbing 

Mount Kilimanjaro in February 2016.  

     The Old Orchard Jr. High Cadettes performed a flag 

ceremony and a Sisterhood Ceremony written especially 

for the event. All of the girls rekindled their commitment 

to upholding Girl Scout morals and values in a special 

candle ceremony. Everyone really enjoyed this inspiring 

and relaxing event while hanging out in their jammies, 

munching on snacks, and making new friends!—Jill Alali 

 

As-Salaamu’alaikum, 
 
Alhamdulillah we are upon our spring months and in these months we have many 
events for both our youth and seniors.  

On March 18th, the MCC Interfaith and Outreach committee hosted a Know Your 

Right’s event with the Senator’s office, CAIR and MPAC. 

On March 25th the MCC Seniors Committee will host Mufti Nazim Mangera for their first Spring luncheon 

potluck. A presentation will be done by the Seniors Committee on the history of MCC. 

On March 31st the youth of MCC will host Shaykh Azfar Uddin, resident scholar of IFN masjid in Libertyville, for 

a talk titled; The American Muslim: Discovering the history of Islam in America. 

Leadership Academy for youth ages 14 and up will be starting at 10:30AM on Saturday April 1st at MEC in 

Morton Grove. The classes being offered this session are listed below: 
 
 *Seerah: The return to Makkah 
 *Lives of the Companions of the Prophet Muhammad (SAW) 
 *Fundamentals of Improv comedy 
 

On April 15th the Muslim Youth of MCC will be hosting a talk on mental health awareness with Rania Awadh. 

On April 29th the MCC Seniors committee will be hosting a talk on how to take control of your own health. 
 
Ibn Abbas reported: The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him said, “There are two blessing which many peo-
ple waste: health and free time.” We should take advantage of the weather as it clears up and the extended daylight 
hours. The Department of Health and Human Services recommends that individuals get at least 150 minutes of 
moderate activity weekly. This is a great time to go out for a walk as a family or to take a trip to the park. This en-
courages healthy life style choices and also helps to maintain strong family relationships.  
 
To register or for any information regarding these programs please feel free to contact me.  
 

Youth and Seniors Coordinator 
MCC Academy 
8601 N. Menard 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 
Phone: (847) 450-7896. Office hours are T-Th 4:30pm-6:30pm & on F-Su by appointment 
only.  
Email: Mohsin.yasc@mccacademy.org. 

Youth & Senior Corner 

Upcoming Community Events: 

Muslimahs of Chicago, MCC Dawah Committee, and MCC 
Women's Committee presents its first "Welcome Ramadan 

Seminar" (for ladies only) 

Saturday, April 29, 2017, 10 am to 4 pm in the MCC Community 
Room 
  
Topics include: The Blessings of Ramadan, The Most Frequently 
Asked Questions about Fasting, The Benefits of Acts of Worship 
(in English and in Spanish), How to Enjoy Ramadan with the 
Family, and The Spiritual and Physical Healing Effects of Rama-
dan. 
 

Optional donation of $5/person. Lunch will be provided. Includes 

a special Teen Program from 2:30 to 4pm. Babysitting available 

for $5/child.  For more information and to reserve your seat, 

please email: 

 muslimahsofchicago@gmail.com  

 

Free Healthcare Screenings 
MCC Health Awareness Committee, with help from CCN, will be con-
ducting free screenings for diabetes, hypertension (high blood pressure) 
regularly. There is always a consultation with the doctor at the screen-
ing regarding the results. General health education and nutritional 
counseling are also done.   The doctor will advise on the need for 
further follow up with their own doctor.  
  
At MEC in Morton Grove: Screenings are on the first and third 
Sundays of the month from 10:00am to 12:00pm.  
At MCC on Elston Ave: Screenings are every Friday from 12:00pm to 2:00pm.  
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The Message is a monthly publication of the Muslim 
Community Center that informs members of  
administration, organization, and committee activi-
ties of MCC/MEC. Submit your questions and 
comments editormccpublications@gmail.com. The 
opinions expressed in The Message do not necessari-
ly represent those of the Publication Committee. 
The editors reserve the right to edit all material. 
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Send address corrections to: 
Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
Phone:(773) 725-9047 
Fax: (773) 725-1616 
 
Membership Questions 
mbijapuri@yahoo.com 

Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
www.mccchicago.org 


