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Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
 
As-salaamu-alaikum,  
 
     I hope and pray that you and your families 
are in good health and true faith. We are all 
very fortunate that we are observing the month 
of Ramadan in our lives once again. I pray that 
this month of Ramadan brings all the blessings 
and happiness for you, your families and the 
whole Ummah. We should be thankful to Allah 
(SWT) that He is giving us another opportunity 
to work hard, improve upon our shortcomings 
and ask for His blessings, mercy, and repent-
ance. Let’s memorize and help our children 
memorize and recite following duas every day 
during Ramadan: 
 
Dua for starting the fast (preferably at suhr): 
  َوبَِصْوِم َغٍد نََّوْيَت ِمْن َشْهِر َرَمَضانَ  
 
Dua for breaking the fast at sunset: 

ِّى لََك ُصْمُت َوبَِك امْنُت َوَعلْيَك تََوكِّلُت َو  اللَُّهمَّ اِنِ
  َعلى ِرْزقَِك اَْفطَْرتُ 
 
I highly recommend that you attend the special 
Ramadan programs that are being arranged by 
our Special Events Committee, Dawa, Religious 
Affairs, Interfaith and Outreach and Women’s 
Committees. 
 
As in many past years, Maulana Yousuf Abdullah 
will be leading Taraweeh prayers at MEC, and 
Hafiz Asim Aleem will be leading at MCC. Don’t 
forget to pick up the time table from the cen-
ters as it becomes available. Special arrange-
ments are being made at both locations for 
Ramadan. We ask all of you for full cooperation. 
 
Alhamdulillah, MCC/MEC Women Committees 
had a very successful fund raising dinner to 
benefit MCC mezzanine project. This was one of 
its kind program arranged purely by sisters. 
There were almost zero expenditures. All the 
money raised was income only. More than 250 
people participated in this dinner. We need only 
a small push now to complete this project and 
participate in this Sadqa Jaaria. 
 
MCC Nomination and Election committees have 
made some changes in its nomination and elec-
tion procedure. Changes in nomination proce-
dure were approved at the April meeting of the 
combined board and committees. Please get a 
copy to get yourself familiarize with it. The new 
nomination procedure is already being imple-
mented with extended process timings. You 
should have received nomination papers for the 
next year board and Presidential elections of 
MCC. Please use your best judgment and     
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On May 12th, 2017, the annual Northshore 

Interfaith Leadership Awards were handed out 

across the Northshore. On behalf of MCC, Youth 

and Seniors Coordinator, Mohsin Ishaq nomi-

nated Sidra Kallan and Ahmed Malik. This event 

took place at the Bahá'í House of Worship in 

Wilmette. Speeches by Bishop Greg Merkley, 

Kieren Mahoney Lyons, and Pastor Joe McInnis 

spoke of bringing the communities together. 

They mentioned how the ten young adults re-

ceiving the NSILA award helped unite different 

communities and were chosen because of their 

hard work and dedication. Several different 

religious communities took part in the ceremo-

nies and presented awards to the youth of their 

own communities. The MCC Academy Chil-

dren’s Choir gave two lovely performances. 

They were a wonderful transition that led into a 

speech given by the Wilmette village president, 

Bob Bielinski. Afterward, Alana Mount of the 

Bahá'í community read a short reading and the 

event concluded with a blessing from Rabbi Dr. 

Paul F Cohen from the Temple Jeremiah.—Sidra 

Kallan 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     To welcome the holy month of Ramadan, 

MEC Women's Committee (MEC WC) host-

ed the "Welcome Ramadan" Program in 

Urdu, on April 29, 2017. Sis. Fouzia Rahman 

presented important information regarding 

the spiritual and fiqh aspects of Ramadan.  

She also discussed many Do's and Don'ts, as 

well as many myths that surround this holy 

month.  It was also a potluck event, where 

sisters brought a dish that was special to 

them for iftar. Over 100 sisters attended, 

and Alhamdulillah, the feedback was very 

positive.  Insha'Allah we plan to have many 

more events like these in the future. May 

Allah (SWT) accept the efforts and dedica-

tion of the volunteers and the attendees 

who made the event a memorable one.  

 

*** 

 

MEC WC Matrimonial Services 

 

     MEC Women's Committee Matri-

monial Services Team is in process of up-

dating the matrimonial database and wel-

coming brothers/sisters looking for a 

spouse.  Our matrimonial application can be 

found at mccchicago.org under MCC Matri-

monials. Please  complete an application 

and email at mccmatrimonial@gmail.com. 

Also, we are planning to hold a matrimonial 

event after Ramadan, Insha'Allah.  We en-

courage you to attend the event if you are 

interested for yourself or a family member. 

 

*** 
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President’s Message MEC Women’s Committee 

Welcome Ramadan 

MCC Youth Receive  

NSILA Awards 

Sidra Kallan & Ahmed Malik with Youth &    

Seniors Coordinator, Mohsin Ishaq. 



       

       

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As-Salaamu’alaikum, 
 
     Alhamdulillah in the past month, our youth and 
seniors have been very active participating in 
many events, meetings, and discussions. 
 
* On April 15th, the youth and seniors got togeth-
er to pack over 500 bag lunches for the less fortu-
nate individuals living in the Chicago Land area. 
 
* On May 7th, Ahmed Malik and Sidra Kallan re-
ceived the Northshore Interfaith Religious Leaders 
award for outstanding commitment in the field of 
interfaith dialogue. This event was held at the 
Bahai temple. 
 
* On May 7th, the MCC Youth went to the Glen-
view Methodist Church to answer questions 
about Islam. 
 
* On May 13th, the MCC Youth had an overnight 
event “Ramadan Reloaded” at MCC Academy in 
Skokie, geared towards preparing our youth for 
Ramadan. Over seventy youth attended and par-
ticipated in many fun activities and discussions 
with Br. Azam Hashmi as guest speaker. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* On May 20th, the MCC Seniors hosted a lunch-
eon, with resident Imam, Hafidh Ikhlas Ansari. 
The focus of the luncheon was to discuss and 
learn tips on how to mentally, physically, and spir-
itually prepare for Ramadan. The seniors also 
participated in an activity that required them to 
give advice to their 20-year-old selves on how to 
take advantage of Ramadan, now that they are 
seniors. 
 
     Every year, we all talk about the fleeting nature 
of the month of Ramadan, it comes and goes in 
the blink of an eye. It is for this reason that we 
should begin preparation ahead of time to hit the 
ground running. 
 
     At the Ramadan Reloaded event, the youth had 
a discussion focused on one goal they wanted to 
accomplish this Ramadan, for some it was to 
begin praying, for others it was to learn how to 
read the Quran. We should set manageable goals 
and stay consistent. 

      
To register or for any information regarding these 
programs please feel free to contact me. 

Youth and Seniors Coordinator 
MCC Academy 
8601 N. Menard 
Morton Grove, IL 60053 
Phone: (847) 450-7896. Office hours are T-Th 
4:30pm-6:30pm & on F-Su by appointment only.  
Email: Mohsin.yasc@mccacademy.org. 
 

Special Events Committee  
  
     The Special Events Committee has been pre-
paring for Ramadan for the past six months under 
the leadership of Alber Ahmad. Our main efforts 
have been at creating a welcoming and pleasant 
environment at the masjid for our community 
member, to provide a memorable Ramadan expe-
rience that will leave a lasting impression on our 
fellow Muslims throughout the year. We have 
taken multiple initiatives: 
 
1. Maulana Yusuf Abdullah will lead Taraweeh 
salah. 
2. A group of youth dedicated towards traffic 
control and masjid hospitality. 
3. Chai and lemonade stands every night. 
4. Daily iftar (a sign-up sheet will be provided 
outside the main office in the masjid lobby). 
5. Our community iftar on the 27th night of Ram-
adan. 
6. Updated HVAC systems, updated security sys-
tem, and a new mic system. 
7. Sisters Stepping Up will be hosting camp Rama-
dan for children every night, they will have a 
snack and an activity to keep them preoccupied 
for the month of Ramadan.  
We are looking forward to a safe and rewarding 
Ramadan for all. 

     Along with many other blessings, this Rama-

dan, Allah (SWT) is blessing our community with 

a special treat in the shape of a mezzanine for 

women in the Elston Masjid. This mezzanine is 

much needed as there is never enough space for 

our sisters, especially during big events like Ta-

raweeh, Salat-ul- Jummah, and Salat-ul-Janazah. 

It is expected that the construction of mezza-

nine will be done before Ramadan begins. 

     On May 13, 2017, the MCC & MEC Women's 

Committees arranged the fundraiser to support 

this great cause. Around 275 people attended 

the event. Brother Kamran Riaz spoke at the 

event and emphasized on the significance of 

having space for Muslim women in our 

mosques. It was a fun event filled with many 

activities and entertainment such as an MCCA 

Nasheed Club performance, silent auction, raffle 

ticket prizes, and more. The delicious food was a 

great hit as well which was generously donated 

by the Sabri Nihari. 

     Community members showed their support 

with their gracious donations making the event 

extremely successful. The Women's Committees 

were able to collect around $80,000 donation in 

just one night. May Allah (SWT) bless everyone 

who supported this important cause (Ameen). 

Special Announcement 

Nomination of Candidates for  

2017 MCC Elections 

     This year’s Nomination Process is now under-

way, earlier than usual to allow more time for 

the Election Committee to plan and conduct the 

elections. The relevant forms and additional 

information have already been mailed, and can 

also be obtained from MCC’s office as well as 

downloaded from MCC’s website. The deadline 

for submitting the forms is 2 PM on August 

13th. 
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Mezzanine Fundraising Dinner 
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Mangera, who talked with Mr. Anderson about 

our Muslim faith and practices. Many thanks to 

Mrs. Waraich for arranging this visit.  - Jill Alali 

 

 

 

 

 

     On April 19th, a delegation of educators and 

administrators from the Saudi Arabian Ministry 

of Education visited MCC Academy in Skokie. 

The delegation was visiting the US as part of a 

US State Dept.-sponsored program to study the 

K-12 system. The school's former Chairman, 

Rizwan Kadir, invited them to the school.   

     Principal Quadri and Vice Principal Mujtaba 

gave them a tour of the Skokie campus and a 

presentation about the school. The visitors had 

lots of questions about the curriculum being 

used, teacher training, their professional devel-

opment, Islamic studies, and secular subjects 

being taught. They were impressed specifically 

by the Hifdh program. They were also very 

pleased to learn that our alumni have per-

formed well in high school - both academically 

and socially - and that many of them attend top 

universities in the US. — Rizwan Kadir 

     The 15th Annual Inter-school Qirat Competi-

tion hosted by MEC Sunday School was held on 

Sunday, April 9, 2017.  Approximately 140 stu-

dents from fifteen full-time and weekend Islam-

ic schools participated in the competition.  This 

event has grown to become the highlight of 

MEC Sunday School's academic year with nearly 

the entire staff volunteering their time to make 

this a successful event.  Congratulations to all 

the participants and special congratulations to 

the winners. 

 

 

Senator Duckworth’s             

Advisor Visits MCCA         

      US Senator Tammy Duckworth, [D-IL] sent 

one of her advisors, Mr. Leif Anderson, to inter-

face with MCC and MCC Academy teachers, 

students, administration, board members and 

volunteers on May 3, 2017. Mr. Anderson visit-

ed all three facilities with the purpose of getting 

to know our community better and advising on 

tough issues we are facing. After visiting the 

MCCA Skokie campus he headed to MEC in Mor-

ton Grove where he had lunch with MCC Presi-

dent, Dr. Sarwar Nasir, MCCA Principal, Mr. 

Habeeb Quadri, and Interfaith Outreach Coordi-

nator, Mrs. Dilnaz Waraich. He also spoke to 

middle school students about combatting Islam-

ophobia, refugee and immigrant rights and op-

portunities for federal funding of religious insti-

tutions. He also talked about the importance of 

becoming active in politics. He ended his tour at 

MCC-Elston where he met with Imam Nazim 

consult others to make informed decisions that 
can benefit the MCC organization as well as 
benefit the community. Election procedure 
changes will be approved in May meeting. 
 
MCC annual budget is being prepared by the 
budget committee. Masha'Allah combined MCC 
budget surpasses $6 million now. In its May 
20th meeting, MCC Board will approve the an-
nual budget. 
 
MCC Youth Council is having many great pro-
grams for the youth. Ask your youth to continu-
ously participate in these programs. 
 
May Allah (SWT) bless you! Ameen. 
Regards, 
 
Mohammad Sarwar Nasir 
847-927-0919 
Msnasir53@gmail.com 
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MEC WC Mommy and Me  

     Alhamdulillah we continue to have 

"Mommy & Me" program every other Tues-

day at 9:00 am at MEC. With creative arts 

and crafts, interesting stories, singing, mak-

ing bubbles, free play and yummy snacks, 

kids and moms both have a really fun time. 

Insha'Allah when the weather gets warmer 

we will host outdoors at neighborhood 

parks. After the May 30th session, we will 

break for Ramadan and continue after Eid, 

Insha’Allah. 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Saudi Delegation Visit to MCCA 

Inter-school Qirat Competition 

For information regarding these and any of our 

events please visit us at www.mccchicago.org for 

further information.  



Send address corrections to: 
Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
Phone:(773) 725-9047 
Fax: (773) 725-1616 
 
Membership Questions 
mbijapuri@yahoo.com 

Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
www.mccchicago.org 


