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Dear Brothers and Sisters, السالم عليكم,  
 

      I pray that Insha’Allah the new 
Islamic month of Rabi ul-Awwal 
brings peace, blessings, health, and 
happiness in your lives. This Islamic 
month is a blessed month in which 
Prophet Mohammad (SAW) was born 
as a mercy to whole mankind. We are 
all blessed to be in his Ummah. 
     
     I would like to thank the whole 
community to participate in MCC an-
nual dinner and make it a successful 
event. We appreciate the Dinner 
Committee that worked day and 
night to make this gathering of 
around 500 a successful event. 
 
     MCC elections for the year 2017 
will be held on Sunday, December 10, 
2017, at both locations, MCC, Elston 
and MEC, Menard respectively. Please 
cast your vote if you are a paid mem-
ber of MCC. Please vote and show 
your support for the candidate of 
your choice. This is the responsibility 
and privilege you get when you pay 
MCC membership. There are multiple 
positions in different categories of 
board members in addition to the 
position of President. 
 
     MCC is one of the only few Islamic 
Institutions that can be proud of its 
democratic roots. However, with de-
mocracy, there comes the responsi-
bility to respect each other also. 
While it is the right of every member 
to discuss with families and friends 
and decide who to vote for in a demo-
cratic process, a sense of respect for 
each individual should not be lost. I 
strongly encourage all members to 
respect each other in person, in writ-
ing or in any other way. Please do not 
use derogatory, insulting or false ru-
mors about anyone, be it a candidate 

(Continued on page 3) 

  
President’s Report 

Two Stalwarts of the Muslim Community Die The Same Day                        
 

Br. Abdul Hameed Dogar Dr. Zia Hassan 

     As one of the "Sabiqoon-al Awwaloon", Br. Abdul Hameed Dogar departed to 

the Eternal Abode, hours after the demise of his close associate, another stalwart, 

Br. Zia Hassan, both founders of Islamic Foundation, Villa Park.  

Br. Abdul Hameed Dogar 

     Br. Dogar dedicated his entire life to the Chicago community. He studied civil 

engineering from Aligarh Muslim University in India before the partition. He later 

migrated to the United States in March of 1962. He worked for the Illinois Depart-

ment of Transportation (I-DOT) from 1963 until his retirement in 1991. He was a 

licensed professional civil and structural engineer. He designed I-55 and some of 

the bridges in I-355. 

     Br. Dogar was a visionary and wanted to establish an Islamic Educational Institu-

tion in the Chicago area and thus laid the foundation for establishing Islamic Foun-

dation Mosque and School. He was voracious reader and scholar. He has written 

multiple Islamic books. One of his publications is "Islam: God's Final Message to 

Mankind". 

     As the "founding father" of Islamic Foundation, Br. Dogar served as its Director 

for over 40 years. His legacy lives on in the halls of IFS and all of our hearts. He is 

survived by his wife Mrs. Masooda Dogar, his two sons, his two daughters, and his 

(Continued on page 2) 
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grandchildren. 

     Janaza Prayer for Br. Dogar was held 

on Monday, October 30, 2017, at the 

Islamic Foundation in Villa Park, IL 

along with Dr. Zia Hassan's Janaza pray-

ers. Both were the founding board of 

trustees of the Islamic Foundation and 

oversaw the growth of Foundation 

from a small weekend school to one of 

the largest Islamic Centers in the Unit-

ed States. 

     May Allah SWT grant Br. Abdul 

Hameed Dogar with Jannatul Firdous 

and may He bless Mrs. Masooda Dogar 

and their family with strength, courage, 

and peace. Ameen. 

Professor Zia Hassan 

     Growing up a child of Islamic Foun-

dation, many of the board members 

are like family. It is with great sadness 

to announce that the 1st chairperson of 

Islamic Foundation/IFS, Dr. Zia Hassan, 

has passed away. Inna Lillahi Wa Inna 

Ilayhi Rajioon. 

     Dr. Zia Hassan came to the United 

States in the 1950's to pursue his Mas-

ter's degree and Ph.D. from the Illinois 

Institute of Technology. He ended up 

giving 54 years of his dedication to IIT 

and retired as their Dean of the busi-

ness school.  

     Dr. Hassan was one of the original 

founders of Islamic Foundation in Villa 

Park in 1974 and later, the addition of 

the IFS school. He served as the chair of 

the Islamic Foundation board of trus-

tees for 40 years.  

     Dr. Hassan gave his mind and his 

heart to the Chicagoland community. 

He was one of the original leaders of 

our institutions. May Allah SWT grant 

Dr. Zia Hassan with Jannatul Firdous 

and may He bless his wife, Dr. Shakeela 

(Stalwarts: Continued from page 1) Hassan, and his family with strength, 

courage, and peace.  —   

written by  Sr. Husna T. Ghani, Islamic 

Foundation Board Member  and sub-

mitted by Br. M. Raja-ullah Quraishi. 

thermore, she reminded everyone of 

the spiritual dimension of these afflic-

tions by making Islam the focal point of 

the discussion. Dr. Ahmed emphasized 

that a psychologically balanced individ-

ual is of sound mind, body, soul, and 

spirit.  —Ahmed Malik,  MEC Youth 

     Our community has struggled to ad-

dress mental health for decades due to 

cultural stigmas or lack of resources. 

On Sunday, October 29, 2017, the 

Youth of MEC invited Dr. Sameera Ah-

med, director of The Family and Youth 

Institute, for a discussion on navigating 

the social and mental anxieties that 

plague the youth of the Muslim com-

munity. Using her background in psy-

chiatry and religiously-oriented psycho-

therapy, Dr. Ahmed helped the audi-

ence better understand the stressors 

that trouble them on a daily basis and 

how to manage them.  

     Dr. Ahmed went to great lengths to 

create a welcoming environment to 

provide an outlet for expression. The 

fact that some felt comfortable enough 

to open up about their personal prob-

lems is a testament to the effectiveness 

of her methods. In a time where com-

munal ostracizing forces youth to inter-

nalize their mental and social strife, Dr. 

Ahmed encouraged those who were 

struggling to face their challenges in-

stead of succumbing to them through a 

variety of methods and resources. Fur-

Dr. Sameera Ahmed    

Lecture “Mental Health” 

Hajj Reception Potluck 

     The MCC Women’s Committee 

Board Members, Atiya Usman and 

Kulsum Sadiq, and MCC’s (Mufti) 

Nazim Mangera and Yusuf Umar, invit-

ed recent Hajjis to share their experi-

ences of performing Hajj. 

     About 200 community members 

were in attendance on Saturday, Oct. 

28th, to share dinner and welcome 

back the Hajjis. Each Hajji was given a 

beautiful flower pin made by sister 

Faviola Mota. Dinner was served pot-

luck style, with donors providing dishes 

and desserts from various ethnic back-

grounds, including South Asian, Middle 

Eastern and American. Several boxes of 

pizza from Little Caesar’s were donated 

by Feroz Khan. The women’s com-

mittee also served desi chai, supplied 

(Continued on page 5) 
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   One of our main missions at MCC 

Academy is to help build good char-

acter in our students and one of the 

ways we strive to accomplish this is 

through teaching our students to 

serve others selflessly with the inten-

tion of following in the footsteps of 

the Prophet Muhammed (pbuh).  

     Recently, the Heroic Hearts organi-

zation, a non-profit group dedicated 

to helping refugees and others in 

need on a global scale, visited our 

middle school students and shared 

with them how a grassroots effort 

can grow into a global movement. 

Students worked in groups to brain-

storm ideas that would make for 

great service work projects. The goal 

of this workshop was to reinforce the 

belief within our students that we all 

have the ability to help others and 

positively impact lives.  

     Also during first quarter, MCCA 

middle school students partook in the 

annual Project Rizq workshop where 

they made nearly 1000 meals for 

homeless people residing in Chicago. 

Students spent weeks collecting food 

contributions that were used to make 

the meals. They reached out to 

friends and family members to get 

their support and were able to collect 

all the supplies needed for this huge 

endeavor. Then, in the span of a long 

morning, our students worked in an 

assembly-line fashion to make all of 

these meals by hand. In addition to 

teaching students to act selflessly for 

the sake of others, this exercise 

helped remind our students to be 

grateful for the everyday blessing 

they have in the food Allah swt has 

provided for them every day.   

     We have many more service op-

portunities our students will partici-

pate in this year, Alhamdulillah. Our 

thanks to all the MCCA teachers and 

administrators who helped to ar-

range these opportunities. By follow-

ing in the footsteps of Prophet Mu-

hammed (pbuh) by continually look-

ing for ways to do acts of kindness 

and giving toward others, we are try-

ing to teach MCCA students to live 

their best life. Scientific studies even 

(Continued on page 5) 

or other individual of the community. 
I also encourage all the school princi-
pals (full-time or part-time) not to 
use the offices for any kind of cam-
paign centers. Of course, MCC schools 
are encouraged to welcome the can-
didates, if they so choose, to come to 
school and talk to parents/staff (but 
without the presence of children). 
School PSGs/PTOs can arrange a can-
didate forum if they like to by inviting 
Presidential Candidates. This can be 
in addition to what Election Commit-
tee has arranged the two Candidate 
forums. 
 
     MCC Board is responsible for poli-
cy making and the wellbeing of MCC 
organization and its community. The 
board is responsible in running two 
Masaajids (Elston and Morton Grove), 
one full-time school (MCC Academy, 
Skokie and Morton Grove campuses), 
two Sunday schools, one Saturday 
school, a funeral facility and many 
other programs. It is, therefore, your 
utmost responsibility to cast your 
vote and elect the team of board 
members and President of your 
choice. The team that should lead the 
organization further. Please encour-
age each other to cast your vote on 
December 10th. Let’s also assure that 
no matter who wins these elections, 
we will all work together for the bet-
terment of Muslim community. 
 
     I would also like to let you know 
that the board last year approved the 
opening of MCC High School. The Ed-
ucation Development Council, in col-
laboration with MCC Academy Coun-
cil, has completed their study, and 
Insha’Allah 9th grade will start in the 
academic year 2018. Please pray for 
the success of Islamic high school, the 
first one on the north side of Chicago-
land.  
      
May Allah (SWT) bless you! Ameen. 
 
Regards, 
 
Mohammad Sarwar Nasir 
847-927-0919 
Msnasir53@gmail.com                                       

(President: Continued from page 1) 

For information regarding these and any of 

our events please visit us at 

www.mccchicago.org for further information.  

MCCA News 

MCCA Students Serving 

the Community 



 

MCC Election NewsMCC Election News  
As’salaamualaikum, 

     We hope this message finds you in 

good health as you are preparing for 

the winter months ahead.  We would 

like to remind you that the date to sub-

mit requests for the Absentee Ballots 

had passed, but you still have the op-

portunity to vote on Election Day.  All 

Absentee Ballots will be due by this day 

as well. 

Sunday, December 10th, 2017 at 

MCC (Elston) and MEC (Morton 

Grove) from 10am-3pm. 

Please contact the Election Committee 

if you have any further questions. 

Samina Hussain, MCC Election Com-

mittee Chairperson 

mccelectioncommittee@gmail.com 

Interview With Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf 
      Former NBA star Mahmoud Abdul-Rauf visited MCCA on Sunday, November 19, 2017, and graciously 

accepted to be interviewed by MCCA’s 7th grader & cub reporter, Yaseen Mahmood. Following the inter-

view Abdul-Rauf spoke to a packed crowd of his struggles growing up in poverty, overcoming a neurologi-

cal condition, Tourette’s Syndrome, and the controversy of protesting social injustices he found repre-

sented by the American flag twenty years before NFL star, Colin Kaepernick, did the same. Abdul-Rauf 

spent his time with fans signing autographs and taking photographs. Highlights from the interview: 

How was Tourette’s Syndrome a challenge in your life and career? “Yes, I have Tourette’s Syndrome, 

from a very early age I knew something’s was different.  I was diagnosed in 11th grade. It was torturous. I had to come up with 

a way to keep my mind and body in synch. Reading, comprehending, basketball was difficult. It was definitely a challenge but a 

blessing at the same time.” 

How are protests in the NFL different/same than during your time? “The same is that we’re still dealing with the same issues. 

The difference is that then you didn’t have social media back then that could have benefited people like me. Also, my protest 

wasn’t framed in a movement like today’s ‘Black Lives Matter’ or before me ‘Black Power’ movement. It was just justice for 

Muslims was justice for all.” 

What advice do you have for Muslim kids? “Reconnect with Qu’ran. Find strength from Allah (SWT); He (SWT) constantly tells 

us in the Qu’ran to keep the company of the faithful and righteous. So find and network with like-minded people who 

propel your dreams.  ‘You’re known by the company you keep.’”  

     On Sunday, November 19, 2017, MEC hosted the second Candidate’s Forum. 

The panel of candidates each took time to address the audience which has steadily 

increased to around seventy-plus in attendance. The Election Committee arranged 

for notecards and pens to be passed out for community members to submit ques-

tions for the Q&A at the end of the program for candidates to answer. Moderated 

by the Election Committee Chair, Sr. Samina Hussain, began with the Presidential 

candidates who were effusive in their humbleness in accepting the nomination and 

each spoke to what their core intentions were for the future direction of MCC. Br. 

Afsar Ali began and was followed by Br. Kamran Hussain. General Director nomi-

nees: Br. Naveed Sarwar and Sr. Najiba Miraki, both, spoke about working together 

for Part-Time schools and the need for improvement there. The Female Director 

nominees: Dr. Saba Khan, Sr. Naushina Rehman, and Sr. Wendy Walsh each spoke 

passionately about their visions and intentions for their prospective roles. Youth 

Directors: Br. Isa Domin and Br. Ali Quadri spoke to the needs of seniors in our 

community as well as the youth and issues to be addressed.  

     Questions from the audience were based around the intentions of the Presiden-

tial candidates concerning the future of MCC Academy; the need for augmenting 

diversity in the masaajids; and laying to rest the rumors that seem to have circulat-

ed in the community concerning the candidates. The candidates urged the commu-

nity to vote their conscience and facts and not speculation.  

MEC Candidate’s Forum  



 

  

 

 Debbie, from Morton Grove Library, 

read a story about a squirrel to the 

kids.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The kids made crafts and played 

with blocks. The Mommy and Me 

group had a fun and an educational 

experience at Morton Grove library.  

*** 

Matrimonial Event by MEC Women's 

Committee 

    Women's Committee put together a 

matrimonial event on November 11, 

2017. Around 100 individuals attended 

the program. Family members of the 

individuals interested in getting mar-

ried were also in attendance. Two 

great speakers, Shaikh M. Musa Azam 

Ibrahimi and Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari, dis-

cussed the roles and responsibilities of 

each individual in a marriage. They 

also discussed how to find an ideal 

partner, what makes marriage works, 

and how to overcome challenges faced 

in a marriage. The speakers also took 

many questions from the audience. 

The event ended with snacks being 

served.       

MCCA News 

show that people are happiest by giv-

ing to others. SubhanAllah that Allah 

swt designed His creation to find hap-

piness in the service of others. May 

Allah swt guide our youth toward the 

best in this life and next, Insha'Allah! 

(Serving: Continued from page 3) 

 

MEC Women’s  

Committee News 

 

 

 

Morton Grove Library 

    Mommy & Me meets every Tuesday 

at different locations in order to bring  

moms together so they can form a 

support system. The group of 15 

moms and their kids got together in 

the Morton Grove Library. Ms.       

by Sr. Sawdah Mangera, and it was a 

big hit. 

     Each Hajji shared beautiful memo-

ries and gave advice about performing 

Hajj. Several people talked about the 

importance of having Sabr (patience) 

throughout the Hajj and how the day 

of Arafat especially impacted their 

lives. Some advised going as soon as 

you can afford it, even if you are young 

or have small children because per-

forming this pillar of Islam becomes 

obligatory on a believer when they 

have no valid reason to postpone it. 

     We sincerely thank all of the Hajji 

participants for sharing their stories 

and thank you to all of the helping 

hands that made this event possible. 

Congratulations to Sr. Anjum Ali, the 

Vice Chair of the MCC Women’s Com-

mittee, for her MCC volunteer award!  

 

(Mufti Mangera: Continued from page 2) 

      

MEC Sunday School upper-grade stu-

dents recently sent 116 questions 

about Islam to MCC Imam (Mufti) 

Nazim Mangera. The students have had 

a few sessions with (Mufti) Nazim and 

they will continue to do so in the up-

coming months. The picture shows 

(Mufti) Nazim answering questions of 

inquisitive minds.      

     On Tuesday, November 14th, MCC 

Imam, (Mufti) Nazim Mangera was in-

vited to speak about Islam for an hour 

to students of Catherine Cook School.  

The session was wonderful and the stu-

dents and the teacher enjoyed the ses-

sion. They requested to take a picture 

to remember the occasion. 

 



Send address corrections to: 
Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
Phone:(773) 725-9047 
Fax: (773) 725-1616 
 
Membership Questions 
mbijapuri@yahoo.com 

Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
www.mccchicago.org 


