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Dear Brothers and Sisters, السالم عليكم,  
 

       
     I hope and pray that this letter 
finds you and your family in the best 
of health and Iman. I would like to 
take this opportunity at this moment 
to let you all know that I am deeply 
humbled by the fact that the MCC has 
entrusted me to be its President. 
When I say MCC, I am referring to all 
of you--- its voters and others who 
support it. Insha'Allah, with your 
prayers and your confidence in our 
administration, we will continue to 
make MCC a place where you all can 
call YOUR masjid. And for those who 
don’t feel like it is their home, we will 
try to make you feel welcome by en-
gaging you and your families.  
 
     I ran on a platform that I wanted to 
make the masjid a family friendly 
place for generations to come and 
Insha'Allah we will do that by offer-
ing great programming and also a 
welcoming environment when you 
walk through these masjid doors. 
This will be done in two ways. In the 
first year, we will try to implement 
sustainable programming with clas-
ses and lectures. Hopefully, you will 
see that very soon. Secondly, you will 
see a more efficient and streamlined 
approach to administrative processes 
such as our website, our member-
ship, our weekend schools’ curricu-
lum, and the dissemination of infor-
mation to all of you so you know 
what is going on in between the walls 
of our buildings on a daily and week-
ly basis. This may take some time, but 
Insha'Allah within my two years as 
President, we can make it easy for the 
next person to come in and take MCC 
to the next level, Insha'Allah.  
We as a community are not going to 
just survive, but thrive, we have to 

(Continued on page 3) 

 

     MCC Religious Affairs Committee 
and MEC Women Committee organized 
a Seeratun Nabi Program on December 
3rd, 2017 (Rabiul Awwal 14th, 1439H) 
from Maghrib till Isha for families to 
discover the ways and methods of pro-
claiming and practicing our love with 
our beloved Prophet SAW.  

     Program Started around 5 PM with 
the recitation and translation of the 
Holy Quran done by MCC Academy stu-
dent (8th grader & Hafizh-in-making) 
Mohammed AbdulMuiz. Another 8th 
grader from MCC Academy (Hafiz in 
making) AbdulHak recited the beautiful 
Naat (poetry and praise of Prophet 
(SAW).  

     The Emcee of the Program, Hafiz 
Ikhlas Ansari, welcomed all the partici-
pants and introduced the 1st speaker 
Maulana Muniruzzaman Abul-Fatah 
who educated the audience about the 
importance and etiquettes of proclaim-
ing and practicing our love with the 
beloved Prophet SAW.  He further em-
phasizes the demands of our love 
should make us live according to the 
teachings of Prophet SAW and should 
communicate his message to the rest 
of the humanity.  

     The Second speaker, Imam Musa 
Azam made a clear point that the suc-
cess lies in the obedience of Prophet 
SAW. He also shared a research done 
to find out the one single point that 
unites all the Muslims (practicing and 

(Continued on page 2) 

President’s Report Preparing for Janazah:  

The Final Journey  

     On Saturday, January 13th after Ma-
ghrib Salat at MEC, a seminar on the 
topic of "Preparing for Janazah: The 
Final Journey" was spearheaded by 
MCC Imam (Mufti) Nazim Mangera of 
the Religious Affairs Committee. The 
event started at 5 PM and went up till 
10 PM with breaks in between for 
snacks and Isha Salat. More than 250 
attendees gained deep insight on how 
to prepare for a death in the family. 
Mufti Haroon Firdausi, Director of Mus-
lim Funeral Services, and MCC funeral 
committee members Saif Uddin and 
Yusuf Umar also shared practical tips 
on how to prepare for a funeral of a 
loved one. The minimum cost for fu-
neral services at MCC is approximately 
$3,800.  

     The following topics were discussed 
in the seminar: 1) Preparation for 
death and before and after our loved 
one passes away, 2) Handling grief, 3) 
Rules of Salatul Janazah/Funeral Pray-
er, 4) Rules and etiquette of graves and 
graveyards, 5) Explanation of funeral 
paperwork and related costs, grave-
stones, grave markers, 6) How to bene-
fit the deceased after death, 7) Janazah 
related Fiqh Q&A, 8) Open Q&A, 9) 
Practical washing and shrouding of a 
deceased, and 10) Civil procedures to 
follow, paperwork before and after, 
hospital, and transportation of the de-
ceased. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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even non-practicing) is their uncompro-
mising love and respect for Prophet 
SAW. He further suggested to read at 
least one seerah book or listen to the 
complete seerah podcast at least once 
in a year which can be started now in 
Rabi’ul Awwal. The more we will know 
about our beloved Prophet SAW, the 
more we can obey him and follow him. 
He also recommended inculcating the 
love of Prophet SAW in the young 
hearts and minds of our children who 
are our upcoming generations.  

     As the part of the Program, an essay 
writing competition was also organized 
among the MCC Academy students 
(from grade 6th  till 8th) and the names 
of the winners and prices were an-
nounced during the program. Sahara 
Senior Care sponsored the gift cards for 
winners and IQRA' International Educa-
tional Foundation sponsored the sets of 
the seerah books for all the partici-
pants. Zainab Ahmed won the 1st price, 
Uswah won the 2nd Prize and Mariam 
Ibrahim won the 3rd prize and alham-
dulillah books were given to all the 10 
participants.      

     Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari as the 3rd and the 
final speaker highlighted this point that 
out of our outpouring love for Prophet 
SAW, we all get ready to give our lives 
for him SAW, let's plan to live our lives 
for him. Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari summarized 
the practical implications of demon-
strating our love with Prophet SAW. 

 

(Seerah page 1) 

     The Initiative on Islam and Medicine 

at UChicago partnered with the Council 

of Islamic Organizations of Greater Chi-

cago (CIOGC), Muslim Women’s Re-

source Center (MWRC) and Arab Amer-

ican Family Services (AAFS) in 2011 to 

understand breast cancer screening 

rates and attitudes towards mammog-

raphy among Muslim women in Chica-

go. Over the past three years, we have 

been working with Compassionate 

Care Network, Muslim Education Cen-

ter, Orland Park Prayer Center, and a 

multidisciplinary advisory board to 

train peer educators and host work-

shops on women’s health and mam-

mography in mosques. These “Caring 

for Body and Soul” workshops were 

held in 2016 and we would now like to 

present our findings to you all. In brief, 

in addition to creating a culture of 

health in mosques, the workshops in-

volved modules by physicians, religious 

scholars, breast cancer survivors and 

facilitated discussions with peer educa-

tors.  

     Please join us for a luncheon on Feb-

ruary 10th, 2:00-4:30 pm at the Ban-

quet Hall at Muslim Education Center, 

8601 Menard Ave, Morton Grove, IL, 

60053. We hope to share results from 

this longitudinal project and think 

about the future direction of the health 

of our community. Please confirm your 

attendance by January 20th through 

phone at 773-834-2723 and email to 

akilaally@gmail.com. We value your 

time greatly and hope this project will 

facilitate further involvement and 

health education in the American Mus-

lim community. 

Imam Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari  Mohammed AbdulMuiz  

Maulana  Muniruzzaman 

Abul-Fatah 

Sheikh Musa Azam Ibrahimi  

MCC Interfaith and Outreach Com-
mittee invites you to our Black History 

Month Event 

Intersectionality: 

How Race, Gender, and Social 
Class affect involvement in the 
Muslim-American Community  

Location:      MEC, 8601 Menard Ave,  

Morton Grove, IL 60053 

Time:             1:00 - 4:00 pm 

Speakers: 

Aisha El-Amin is the associate provost and 
chief of staff at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago, coordinating member of Teacher 
for Social Justice and board member and 
secretary for the Council of Islamic Organi-
zations of Greater Chicago (CIOGC).  She 
has been awarded numerous honors in-
cluding the Muslim Women’s Alliance In-
spiring Women’s Award. Her passion to 
study and rectify policies that dispropor-
tionately affect African-American children 
led to her Ph.D. in Policy Studies in Urban 
Education and assuming numerous advisory 
and leadership roles.  

Tariq El-Amin is the Imam of Masjid Al-
Taqwa, host of Radio Islam, former conven-
er of the Chicago Shura Council, and the 
director of the Society of Neighbors. As a 
passionate advocate for underserved com-
munities, he has served on Governor 
Quinn’s Muslim Advisory Council and 
founded, along with his wife Aisha, the non
-profit Bridging the Gap Inc., which has es-
tablished mentorship and leadership pro-
grams that serve the community through 
youth-led service projects.  

Bashirah Mack is the Social Media Coordi-
nator for Sapelo Square: An Online Re-
source on Black Muslims in the U.S. Her 
passion to educate others about being both 
black and Muslim led her to study Islamic 
World Studies and Black World Studies to 
achieve her Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Loyola University Chicago in Political Sci-
ence with a concentration on the black 
Muslim-American experience. She contin-
ues to work towards her graduate degree 
to study and educate. 

RSVP:  mccinterfaithteam@gmail.com 

To volunteer or get additional information 
contact Naushina Rahman at              
mcccivics@gmail.com 
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     MCC Academy hosted St. John Fish-

er Catholic School and Bernard Zell 

Jewish Day School on January 11, 

2018, as part of “LEVEL”, a new inter-

faith program Poetry Pals non-profit 

group is piloting. This new middle 

school program shares the same aim 

as Poetry Pals’ original programming 

geared toward elementary-aged stu-

dents, which is to build bridges and 

relationships among participating 

schools, parents, and communities 

through dialogue, education, perfor-

mance and outreach. MCCA 7th grad-

ers enjoyed participating in this expe-

rience. Students answered questions 

posed to them by our visiting guests 

while Principal Mr. Quadri moderated 

the discussion.  

     Students were placed in color 

groups and toured the masjid with 

our students who were able to talk to 

our guests about Islamic practices 

and answer questions as they arose. 

One MCCA student commented excit-

edly afterward that “Now, I have a 

Jewish friend and a Christian friend!” 

We are incredibly happy to see our 

students enjoy interacting with peers 

from other faith groups as they con-

tinue to grow in knowledge and re-

spect for others. The students will all 

meet one more time when our friends 

at Bernard Zell host the program lat-

er this school year. The day was made 

even more exciting with the presence 

of a CBS television news crew who 

recorded the activity for the evening 

news. If you’d like to see a clip from 

the event, you can watch the CBS 

news coverage at http://

chicago.cbslocal.com/2018/01/11/

with-interfaith-program-students-

exchange-ideas/ 

continue to be a big tent community. 
We are not a niche community that 
serves a certain group with a certain 
school of thought. We have to lower 
our expectations in our minds of 
what a “member” means in this com-
munity. It has to be broad and wel-
coming to all. Insha’Allah, please help 
us make that happen and please 
make dua for this community to 
thrive!  
 
Regards, 
 
Kamran Hussain 
president@mccchicago.org 
847-452-5811 

(President: Continued from page 1) 

For information regarding these and any of 

our events please visit us at 

www.mccchicago.org for further information.  

MCCA News 

MCCA Students  

Host Interfaith Event 

Hifdh Student Completes Qu’ran 

Since this is an Islamic publication, please dispose 

of it in a respectable Islamic manner.  Recycle bins 

are available at the masajids.  

     Many volunteers helped out at the 
last moment since a much larger than 
expected number of people attended 
the beneficial seminar. InShaAllah, in 
the upcoming months, a similar pro-
gram will be conducted at MCC-Elston 
as well. 

(Janaza Continued from page 1) 

     Alhamdulillah, I am pleased to an-

nounce that MCCA Hifdh student Safoora 

Salman finished her memorization of the 

entire Quran. She recently recited her last 

sabaq. The journey of her Hifdh was long 

and challenging, but definitely a journey 

worthwhile. She held her head up 

throughout the difficult phases and was 

steadfast. It took her three years to finish 

her Hifdh. Her parents and former MCCA 

Hifdh teacher Mrs. Sadaf Kamani played 

important roles in her memorization. 

Safoora has always been an inspiration 

for her classmates. The hard work and 

dedication she portrayed towards the 

end of her completion were remarkable. 

May Allah SWT accept all of our efforts 

and accept us for the Khidmah of His 

Deen. Ameen. -- Mrs. Saba Qadeera, 

MCCA Girls Hifdh Teacher 

L-R: Mrs. Saba Qadeera, Safoora Salman 

tel:(847)%20452-5811


Send address corrections to: 
Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
Phone:(773) 725-9047 
Fax: (773) 725-1616 
 
Membership Questions 
mbijapuri@yahoo.com 

Muslim Community Center 
4380 N Elston Ave 
Chicago, IL 60641 
www.mccchicago.org 


