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Dear Brothers and Sisters, السالم عليكم,  
 
      By the mercy of Allah (S), we have 
been able to witness another Rama-
dan. May Allah (S) accept our Ibaadat 
this month and may He forgive our 
sins. May He allow us to live a healthy 
and prosperous year for us to have this 
opportunity again.  
 
     As we mentioned last year, we are 
sorry to see Mufti Nazim Mangera 
leave MCC and return home Canada 
this past month. Please be patient with 
us as we go through a transition period 
as the work of increases on the com-
mittees to help take over the responsi-
bilities that the Imam was able to do 
for us these past few years. We will 
have new brothers leading prayers, as 
well as have some rotating khateebs 
give khutbahs on Jummah at MCC and 
MEC.  
 
     One of the goals of our administra-
tion was to make the masjid more fam-
ily and youth-friendly, and InSha'Allah 
you will see some changes in the up-
coming months at the masjid that will 
emphasize more family-friendly pro-
gramming. The summer months are a 
bit slow, but InSha'Allah you will look 
at some programs that will interest you 
in July. As you witnessed, Ramadan 
brings about lots of young people not 
only attending the masjid but also vol-
unteering their time. It is hard for them 
to keep it up the whole year, but if we 
can try to do monthly or quarterly 
events to keep the youth engaged, it 
can go a long way! Please enjoy the 
summer and be safe. 
 
     Any questions or comments or 
concerns, please feel free to contact 
me. 
Regards, 
 
Kamran Hussain 
president@mccchicago.org 
847-452-5811                                       
 
      

     On Thursday, May 17th, there was a 
community iftar by the MCC interfaith 
and Outreach Committee at the Muslim 
Education Center. Sr. Rasha Ali talked 
about the crisis in Rohingya. Meira 
Neggaz, the executive director at Insti-
tute for Social Policy, spoke about re-
search on American Muslim. We had 
group discussions and came back to-
gether to share our conversations 
about this topic. After prayer and iftar, 
we had a poem recitation from the 
Niles North Muslim Student Associa-
tion.  

     This event was a great experience 
because we shared our views on differ-
ent topics, but we still supported each 
other. It was just great to see how unit-
ed we can be if we try to put ourselves 
in other’s shoes. I would come to more 
interfaith iftars and events because I 
can learn more about other cultures 
and create a better perspective about 
different cultures that are surrounding 
us.—Faiza Desai, MCC Youth Group and 
Niles North Student  

President’s Report 
 

     In the spirit of celebration of Eid ul 
Fitr, MEC Women's Committee ran a 
very successful toy drive for local refu-
gee children. The generous community 
members donated over 250 toys which 
were distributed among the refugee 
children at the Islamic Oasis and Roh-
ingya Refugee Center.  Children en-
joyed pizza and goody bags. MEC 
Women's Committee is incredibly 
grateful for its generous community 
members who brought big smiles to 
little children. 
  
     MEC Women Committee would also 
like to invite the sisters of the commu-
nity to join them at Masjid's banquet 
hall to celebrate Eid ul Fitr on July 1, 
2018, from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. There 
will be food, games, kids arts & crafts, 
and so much more. 

 

 

Interfaith & Outreach             

Interfaith Discussion 

     At MEC on May 26th, we had some 
students and adults from Grace Luther-
an Church in Evanston join our inter-
faith discussion. We first spoke about 
common misconceptions about our 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Assalamu-Alaykum, 
 
The Muslim Community Center (MCC) of Chicago seeks an Imam to lead a diverse congregation in both urban and suburban 
setting.  
 
MCC is one of the oldest Islamic institutions in Illinois comprising three separate facilities, located in Chicago, Morton 
Grove, and Skokie. 
 
The ideal candidate should possess the following qualifications:  
 

At least Bachelor’s degree in Religious Studies and be a Hafiz. 
Comprehensive knowledge of Quran, Hadith and Islamic Fiqh. 
Excellent communication and interpersonal skills. 
Ability to interact well with all community members including youth and sisters. 
Fluency in English and Arabic. Any other language is a plus. 
Minimum of three years experience as an Imam. 
U.S. citizenship or permanent U.S. resident status, with authorization to work in the U.S. 

 
     MCC offers competitive benefits; interested individuals, please send your resume to mccimamsearch@gmail.com.  
     Walaykum As-Salam, 
     Kamran Hussain 
     MCC President  

MCC Youth News 

helped set up the iftar and spent time 
playing with the younger kids. It was a 
humbling experience, and we are 
thankful for the Rohingya Culture Cen-
ter for hosting us. 
     The Youth of MCC wishes our com-
munity a joyous Eid. 
     Please contact our Youth Coordina-
tor Sarah Kadir for any questions you 
may have (sarah.kadir@gmail.com) 

faiths. We then began to talk about 
Islam and what our beliefs are. There 
were discussions about the five pillars 
of Islam. The people from the church 
had questions and were engaging with 
us in conversation by asking questions 
about those topics.  
     It was a great experience because I 
learned more and it felt good to hear 
that people outside our faith want to 
know more about Islam. To learn more 
about our MCC Interfaith and Outreach 
Committee email:  
mccinterfaithteam@gmail.com.   
     Or attend our monthly meeting on 
Sunday, July 8th at MCC at 10:00 am in 
the conference room. Faiza Desai-Niles 
North Junior  

(Interfaith Iftar: Continued from page 1) 

     The Youth of MCC has had a busy 
Ramadan. In addition to our weekly 
discussion meetings, we hosted a High 
School Graduation Iftar for sixteen 
community youth on Thursday, May 
31, 2018. The event was organized to 
celebrate and recognize the achieve-
ments of our graduates and wish them 
well as they take the next step in their 
lives.  Our graduates will all be going to 
local colleges (Loyola, DePaul, UIC, & 
Oakton) and plan on staying involved 
with the youth group. Please remem-
ber to keep all our youth in your dua 
and pray for their academic and spiritu-
al success and that they may remain 
steadfast on the deen.  
     Also, on Thursday, June 7, the Youth 
of MCC were invited by the Rohingya 
Culture Center to join them for iftar. 
The event was an excellent opportunity 
for our youth to meet the Rohingya 
Muslims, who have made Chicago their 
home, and get a perspective on their 
needs and challenges. The youth 
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 ingya, a creative writing workshop, Pro-

ject Rizq meals for the homeless and 

more. 

 

SPORTS AND CLUBS: 

1.    The MCCA girls volleyball team won 

the championship competition in their 

conference for the third year in a row. 

2.    Drama Club completed another 

year of theater arts with our 3rd-5th-

graders, presenting two phenomenal 

performances to packed audiences. 

3.    New clubs this past year included a 

bi-weekly STEM club, held on Sundays 

from January-May, Jr. Tech Squad for 

elementary-age students interested in 

technology, and middle school Battle of 

the Books Club and literary competi-

tion. 

 MCC Publication Committee: 

Shabnam Mahmood—Chair/Editor-in-chief 
Syed Mahmood—Co-Chair 

M. Sabih Uddin—Advertising Manager 

Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari—Prayer Timetable 

Mohsin Bhatty—Distribution 
 
The Message is a monthly publication of the Muslim Com-
munity Center that informs members of  administration, 
organization and committee activities of MCC/MEC. 
Submit your questions and comments editormccpublica-
tions@gmail.com. The opinions expressed in The Message 
do not necessarily represent those of the Publication Com-
mittee. The editors reserve the right to edit all material. 

 

5.    Three MCCA middle school stu-

dents won Gold at the regional science 

fair competition qualifying them to 

compete at the Illinois State Science 

Fair. 

6.    Middle school students competed 

at two local high school math competi-

tions, and an inter-Islamic school math 

bowl, taking home medals ranging 

from 1st-3rd place. 

 

CHARACTER DEVELOPMENT: 

1.    Our middle school "House" compe-

tition is still going strong, Alhamdulil-

lah. Every year, students are encour-

aged toward service work and good 

deeds to earn points for their "House" 

for each quarterly competition. 

2.    Middle school students participat-

ed in monthly socials where, separate-

ly, boys and girls would meet in a safe 

space to discuss in an Islamic context 

matters that affect each group respec-

tively. These opportunities helped our 

students to process social, emotional 

and cultural issues in a healthy environ-

ment led by our school counselor Dr. 

Samar Harfi and our Islamic studies 

teachers, coaches, and school principal.  

3.    Middle School students partook in 

a life skills and drug-prevention educa-

tion program called "Lead the Way" 

with the Morton Grove Police Depart-

ment, and they participated in many 

other workshops including education 

sessions on the crises in Syria and Roh-

MCCA News 

Year In Review 

Since this is an Islamic publication, please dispose 

of it in a respectable Islamic manner.  Recycling 

bins are available at both masajids.  

     We have much to be thankful for 

this past school year at MCC Academy, 

Alhamdulillah. First off, we are proud 

of the stellar team of highly-qualified 

teachers, staff, and volunteers that 

work tirelessly to educate and care for 

our students and thankful for their con-

tinued dedication to our students. Ad-

ditionally, we are grateful for the fol-

lowing accomplishments:  

 

ACADEMICS and HIFDH: 

1.    The MCCA Hifdh program had 

three boys and two girls complete the 

memorization of the Holy Quran this 

past year.  

2.    Our huffaz alumni held Taraweeh 

prayers in an MG campus classroom 

and completed their khatam on the 

27th night, MashAllah. 

3.    MCCA expanded coding classes 

from middle school to include 2nd-5th 

graders, learning to design games, 

build apps and do incredible projects. 

4. 8th-grade graduate, Adam Djoudi, 

was accepted to Northside College 

Prep, a top-ranking high school in the 

country with an acceptance rate of 

about 3%. The vast majority of our 

graduates qualified for AP or Honors 

programs at respective local high 

schools, highly competitive private 

schools, and Chicago magnet schools. 

Battle of the Books 

For information regarding these and any of 

our events please visit us at 

www.mccchicago.org for further infor-

mation.  
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