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Dear Brothers and Sisters, السالم عليكم,  
 
      As you receive this message today, 
you probably have been noticed an 
array of activities going on at MCC 
over the past month. We have had 
lectures and talks by guest scholars. 
We have had senior activities such as 
a Botanic Garden nature walk and a 
hard push on Voter Registration and 
information sessions on the upcom-
ing midterm elections.  
 
     Whether you are going to vote or 
not vote, remember, many of the ad-
vances that we Muslims make in the 
United States, is because of the rela-
tionships that we build with our 
neighbors, local governments, and 
non-Muslim friends. The ability to 
build masjids, purchase buildings, 
make the environment better for our 
children is because of the advance-
ment in civic engagement.  
 
     Even if you are against it, remem-
ber that those who are proactive in 
this endeavor are helping you in your 
ability to practice Islam as freely as 
possible in this city. Luckily we live in 
a metropolitan area, and we have 
many Muslims here, and it is because 
of those that choose to make good 
relationships with politicians and 
elected officials that allow us to have 
relative freedom. The next step we 
are seeing is our Muslim brothers 
and sisters running for office.  
 
     We are looking forward to a suc-
cessful Annual Fundraising Dinner on 
October 27th. Dr. Ihsan Bagby is our 
keynote speaker. Dr. Bagby has 
helped conclude our 3-month long 
study on the MCC and how to make it 
a more dynamic and inclusive space 
for all of us.  
 
     As we approach our 50th year, In 
Sha Allah 2019 will be a year where 
we can take MCC to the next level of 
where we aspire to be as Muslims in 
America. 
 
     Just a reminder, we do have up-
coming Elections for Board of Direc-
tors. Please participate in this elec-
tion, so you have a voice in the elect-
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President’s Report 
 

As-salamu’alaikum.  The 2018 MCC Election process is now underway.  Here is the 
list of candidates that will appear on the ballot.  The parenthesis indicates how 
many seats are up in each category.  Each position is for a three-year term. 
  
Women's (1):             Youth (1):                   General (3):     
Khadija Ahmed          Mustafa Alafif     Usman Baki           Naveed Sarwar         
                       Amal Muhsin         Mazhar Khan        Wendy Walsh 
                            Tariq Malhance    Hashim Abdella Weyesso                                 
 
Enclosed in this issue are Bios submitted by each candidate.  Bios will also be print-
ed and made available at all MCC locations and posted online.  Please note the fol-
lowing important information: 
 
Candidates’ Forums will be held as follows: 
 
Sunday, November 11, 2018, at MCC Elston @ 10:30 am in Community Room 
Sunday, November 18, 2018, at MEC Morton Grove @ 10:30 am in the Community 
Room (masjid basement) 
 
Absentee Ballot Requests are due by Friday, November 9th, 2 pm.  You must be a 
member eligible to vote at the time of your request.  Request forms are available 
online or at the MCC Offices.  Please be mindful if you are traveling as you may not 
receive your ballot in time if you delay your request.  Those who request Absentee 
Ballots CANNOT vote in person, so please decide to vote Absentee Ballot OR in-
person carefully!  If you do not receive your Ballot by November 22nd, or your bal-
lot has been lost or damaged, you must notify the election committee via e-mail no 
later than November 25th.   
 
Members voting on Election Day must reconcile their membership status by No-
vember 30th to vote.  Please note that Members can no longer renew member-
ships on Election Day. 
 
MCC Election Day is Sunday, December 9th from 10am-3pm at the Elston and 
Morton Grove locations.  If Elections are canceled that day due to an Emergency, 
Elections will be held the following Sunday (Dec. 16th) same time & locations.  
Again, please be mindful of your travel plans and request an Absentee Ballot if you 
will be gone within the first few weeks of December. 
 
Please contact Samina Hussain at mccelectioncommittee@gmail.com if you have 
any further questions.  Best wishes to all candidates. 

 

Illinois General Election November 6, 2018 

Please vote!  

http://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%85_%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%83%D9%85


     On October 6, 2018, the MCC Wom-

en’s Committee hosted the “Welcome 

Back Hajjis” dinner. The event included 

two speakers who shared their Hajj sto-

ries with the audience. About 80-100 

people attended. A live feed of Makkah 

and Medina played on the screen while 

Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari gave an attention-

grabbing speech about the importance 

of Hajj & the rituals of this pilgrimage. 

His speech was so amazing, and every-

one left that night with something to 

think about as well. Our second speak-

er was Sr. Mubeena who also shared 

her experience and reflections. Every-

one enjoyed the different ethnic foods 

for dinner as well an array of desserts.  

Thanks to everyone who contributed 

and our amazing sponsors. 

      

     On a sunny Wednesday morning, 

September 6, 2018, MCC WC arranged 

for a sisters outing at the Chicago Bo-

tanic Gardens.   

      

     At the Botanic Gardens, a few ladies 

took the train tour and saw all the nat-
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     The Youth of MCC has organized a 
13 session program which aims to pro-
vide Prophetic and practical knowledge 
and tools to our high school and col-
lege youth to build meaningful and 
lasting relationships. The following five 
sessions were very successful Alham-
dullilah, with 45+ in attendance at each 
session: 
 
1) Relationship with your Creator - 
9/9/18 
 
2) Relationship with your friends - 
9/16/18 
 
3) Harms of Pornography on All Rela-
tionships - 9/23/18 
 
4)  Relationship with the Opposite Gen-
der - 9/301/8 
 
5) Interfaith:  Gender Roles and Rela-
tions across the Abrahamic Faiths - 
10/7/18 
 
     We also have a pre-marital program 
coming up for our single community 
members ages 18 and older. Check 
back cover for more info. Please follow 
Youth of MCC on Facebook and Insta-
gram to get more information and stay 
up to date on all future sessions and 
programs.   
 
Email: 
"contact.youthofmcc@gmail.com" with 
any questions —Sarah Kadir. 
 
 

     The I&O team have been motivating 

the MEC Sunday and Saturday schools 

(Continued on page 5) 

 

 

MCC Youth NewsMCC Youth News  

     On Saturday, Oct. 13, 2018, mem-
bers of the MCC Seniors group visited 
the Chicago Botanic Garden. It was a 
crisp, fall day and nature was in all its 
glory. We arrived at the Garden at 
10:00 a.m. and walked around a bit 
enjoying the fountain. The migrating 
geese were at the pond feasting on the 
fish. 
 
     At 11:00 a.m. we boarded the tram 
and set off on a tour of the entire area.  
The trees had on their fall coats and 
were showing off, especially the Silver 
Poplar caught everyone’s eyes, and we 
wondered why there weren’t more of 
them lining our streets and highways. 

 
     As we disembarked with our awed 
visual sense, we realized that our stom-
achs also needed to be sated. We went 
over to the picnic area and had a feast 
of aloo paratha with chutney and kab-
abs courtesy of Dr. and Mrs. Sarwar 
Nasir, kachoris, tea, chips and tangerine 
courtesy of Mr. and Mrs. Abbasi 
(Seniors Chair) and a lot of other shared 
food. 
 
Hope to see a lot more of you join us 
on future trips. 

MCC Seniors Committee  
Chicago Botanic Garden 

Trip 

Welcome Back Hajjis Dinner 

Ladies Committee Botanic Garden Trip 

Interfaith & Outreach       

Committee Events 



 Zabiha Halal version of their main dish 

to cook. Our vision behind this is to give 

other Muslim cultures a taste of Japa-

nese food that is halal for us to eat. The 

chicken is bought through Pita Inn Mar-

ket and is Crescent by brand, giving us a 

Zabiha Halal noodle dish. The entire 

Udon (warm noodle dish) dish is Zabiha, 

from the soup base to the meat in the 

meal as the entire kitchen staff cares 

for this Muslim meal carefully sepa-

rating it from the other standard Udon 

meals.  

     Christ Church of Chicago has gone as 

far as providing other snacks that Mus-

lims can eat by using halal ingredients 

and separating it. Bridging these com-

munities starts dialogue, friendships, 

interfaith commonalities and seeing 

each other as equals.—Brian Ozaki 

 MCC Publication Committee: 

Shabnam Mahmood—Chair/Editor-in-chief 
Syed Mahmood—Co-Chair 

M. Sabih Uddin—Advertising Manager 

Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari—Prayer Timetable 

Mohsin Bhatty—Distribution 
 
The Message is a monthly publication of the Muslim Com-
munity Center that informs members of  administration, 
organization and committee activities of MCC/MEC. 
Submit your questions and comments editormccpublica-
tions@gmail.com. The opinions expressed in The Message 
do not necessarily represent those of the Publication Com-
mittee. The editor reserves the right to edit all material. 

 

Girls Basketball: 

Winning Streak! 

MCCA News 

Since this is an Islamic publication, please dispose 

of it in a respectable Islamic manner.  Recycling 

bins are available at both masajids.  

 

For information regarding these and any of 

our events please visit us at 

www.mccchicago.org for further infor-

mation.  

     Our MCCA College Prep Girls Basket-
ball team has come together as a unit. 
They won their first two games back-to
-back and are on track for a great sea-
son!  Whether it's in practice or on the 
court, the girls are always giving their 
all. Going over plays and running drills 
together has helped them learn about 
each other’s strengths and weaknesses 
and to know when they should step up 
to help out a teammate. We pray they 
finish the season just as strong as they 
started, especially as they head into the 
finals and then, In Sha Allah, hopefully 
onto the championship game! 

ed leaders of MCC.  
 
     Any questions or comments or 
concerns, please feel free to contact 
me. 
 
Regards, 
 
Kamran Hussain 
president@mccchicago.org 
847-452-5811                                  
     

(President’s Letter, Continued from page 1) 

 

ural scenery including waterfalls, a 

beautiful Japanese garden and learned 

the history of the garden. The rest of 

the ladies walked around reflecting 

upon all the natural beauty that was 

Allah's (SWT) creation. 

 

     The most fun part was sharing a pic-

nic with laughter and fun in the open 

fresh air. All the ladies brought food to 

share. It was an enjoyable, memorable, 

lovely trip. Thanks, Sr. Syeda and 

Anjum for your leadership. MCC Wom-

en's Committee will plan more trips in 

the coming future. Please support this 

committee and be a part of our activi-

ties. —Kulsum Sadiq.  

      

     MEC Women’s Committee 
Lecture Series  

  

     The MEC Women's Committee has 

arranged for a ladies-only series of lec-

tures about the companions of Prophet 

Muhammad (SAW). This series of lec-

tures is in English by Hafidha Maryam 

Salman. The series is based on the 

book Stars in the Prophet's Orbit - Les-

son from the Companions. This book 

presents a simple, intriguing, and his-

torically precise portrayal of 60 com-

panions of Prophet Muhammad (S). 

Lectures are held every Sunday from 

10:30 am-12:00 pm in the women's 

prayer section lobby at MEC. Around 

40 sisters attend this Free lecture series 

every Sunday. May Allah (SWT) reward 

every person who is part of this. 

Ameen .  

(MCC/MEC Women’s Committee, Contin-

ued from page 2) 

     For the second year, we have been 

partnering with Christ Church of Chica-

go, being a part of their Aki Matsuri 

(Fall Festival). They are an 85% Japa-

nese American congregation, and the 

majority of the food they sell is Japa-

nese-American handed down from four 

generations.  

     Last year we brought them an op-

portunity to bridge interfaith and cul-

tural communities by offering them a 

tel:(847)%20452-5811
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