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President’s Report

New Executives for 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters, السالم عليكم,

I wanted to convey to all of you,
as we celebrate our 50th year, that
while our objective is to serve you as
a masjid and community center as
best as we can, it requires your support as well. This masjid runs on your
support, and we have some upcoming
events that will be highlighted in this
newsletter this month.
On March 9th, we have our annual
Fundraising Dinner for MCC Academy
with Imam Suhaib Web as our main
speaker. The Academy’s annual dinner is always a fun event that highlights the school, its activities, and
progress. March 16th is a full day of
programs, from a partnership with
the University of Chicago and a workshop on End of Life Care, a seniors
event and then a workshop on marriage with Zaytuna’s Imam Zaid
Shakir.
Imam Ibrahim has also started
with his full schedule, and he has met
with plenty of committees and chairs
and groups to get acclimated with the
diverse membership within MCC. I
ask that you all support Imam Ibrahim and the programs that we are
running. One of the goals that we
want to accomplish before Ramadan
starts is to get a new Audio Visual
System at MCC Elston, so when Imam
Ibrahim leads, we can live stream the
taraweeh, just as we did at MEC last
year. In Sha Allah soon you will start
seeing promotional items for our
50th anniversary! Stay tuned!
Any questions or comments or
concerns, please feel free to contact
me.
Regards,
Kamran Hussain
president@mccchicago.org
847-452-5811

Congratulations to all of the executives. Please keep them in your duas.

MCC Rehab and Welfare
Committee Updates
Alhamdulillah the MCC Rehab and
Welfare Committee had a very successful 2018 year. The committee was able
to distribute all of the zakat donated by
our generous community. Moreover,
we have endeavored on a promising
partnership with the Khalil Center to
provide mental health services onsite
to our zakat applicants. We have also
partnered with the Compassionate Care
Network, which offers onsite medical
assistance.
Our zakat applicants consist of individuals from various backgrounds such
as refugees from Syria, Burma, and the
Central African Republic. In addition to
distributing zakat, the committee also
distributes monthly food boxes, frozen
meat, breakfast, and other seasonal

items. Each month we assist over 150
families, many of whom are widows, orphans and homeless. Last year we distributed over $300,000 with your zakat
dollars! We are always seeking volunteers to share in the reward of helping
those less fortunate than us.
To volunteer or for more information,
please email us at
zakat@mccchicago.org.

MCC Youth In Action
February has been an exhilarating
month for the Youth Council. We hosted
or collaborated on various events at
both MCC locations. Our new imam,
Sheikh Ibrahim Khader, led the first
event of the month at MEC, an interactive discussion with high school &
college youth on the topic of "Islam and
Culture." Over thirty youth attended and
enjoyed donuts with the discussion.
Alhamdulillah, we received very positive
feedback from our youth on the relatability of Imam Ibrahim and the importance of these topics.

The youth self-defense seminar at
MCC Elston in collaboration with
Redzovic BJJ sold out within days of advertising and was an incredible success,
mashallah. We had approximately thirty
youth registrants and are looking forward to holding similar events in the future.

Imam Ibrahim led a second session at
MCC Elston with over twenty HS and
college youth on Feb 10th on the history
of Al-Andalus or Muslim Spain, alhamdulillah and enjoyed pizza.
Girl Talk, an educational four-hour
event for girls ages 9-15 held at MEC was
a great success, alhamdulillah. We had
over eighty participants who enjoyed
good food, goodie bags, and lectures on
a variety of topics pertaining to puberty
and coming-of-age.

Twelve HS and college boys joined the
Imam for some Friday night food and fun
at the MEC Youth Room. They spent the
evening playing Mafia, board & video
games. It was an excellent opportunity
to further knowing the imam and building brotherhood.
The Youth Council also co-sponsored
an event with the Interfaith and Outreach and Adult Education committees
on the legacy of African-American

Adult Education Committee Welcomes Imam Zaid Shakir
contextualize the role of marriage in the
lives of Muslims and as a foundation of
the family. The topics of discussion will
include Islamic foundations for marriage,
wisdom from the Islamic tradition as it
pertains to marriage from the aphorisms
of the 13th century scholar, spiritual
master Imam Ibn Atā’illāh al-Iskandarī,
seven secrets of a happy marriage that
On March 16th at MCC Elston Imam
will help deepen interpersonal relations,
Zaid Shakir will be teaching a seminar as and make a marriage thrive and be prospart of the Zaytuna series In Your Com- perous in this life and the hereafter.
munity programs entitled “Islam, Mar(Continued on page 3)
riage, and the Family.” The seminar will
serve as a platform to understand and

Muslims in the United States. Guest
speakers featured Hind Makki and
Harriet Lewis. The well-attended event
was very positively received, and participants enjoyed some light snacks with a
lively discussion.
We’ve updated our webpage on the
MCC website! Please take a look at
www.mccchicago.org/youth-council/.
Follow us on Instagram at
@mccchicagoyouth and @youthofmcc
and on Facebook at MCC Chicago Youth
and Youth of MCC to get updates on upcoming events and activities.

"We surely belong to Allah (swt) and to Him we
shall return”

The MCC Community gathered on February 13th for janazah prayers for Br. Ghaus
Ansari. He was a dedicated, loyal, and active
member since the early 1970s until recent
months when his health deteriorated.
He is survived by his wife, Bilquees, four
children including MCC Academy first grade
teacher Deba Malik, and three grandchildren. The family humbly requests prayers
for his maghfirah.

Senior Committee Reconvenes
After a long winter hiatus, the Senior
Committee reconvened on Feb. 9, to
plan our upcoming events. We have
outlined some informative sessions and
some fun activities.
Our first activity this year will In Sha
Allah be on Mar. 16, at 2:00 pm, titled
"Age Options." The presenter, Mrs.
Lindsey Kahney, will be talking about a
meal program for seniors and other
related programs. Afterward, we will
discuss whether the program is something we want to adopt. We will also be
presenting a list of future events.

MCCA News
STEM Program
On January 26th, the MEC Women's
Committee arranged a fun potluck for
our community sisters. The Women's
Committee also took this event as an
opportunity to bid farewell to one of
the community's Islamic mentors,
Fouzia Rahman who is moving to another state. More than 200 ladies
attended the potluck and savored the
most delicious and diverse food items
while young kids enjoyed the many art
activities made available for them.

Also, MEC Women's Committee and
Gain Peace sisters are incredibly proud
to present "Classes for New Muslims
Sisters." These classes, taught by a
qualified and experienced Arabic teacher, are meant to help reverted/
converted sisters to learn the basics of
Islam and also to read the Holy Quran.
These classes are free and are held every first and third Saturday of each
month. Please contact via email for
more info - mecwomencommittee@gmail.com

Anniversary Memories
Be part of history! In preparation for MCC’s 50th-anniversary
celebrations we invite you all to
participate in the festivities. If you
have any historical information or
memories or culinary memories/
recipes for a particular event you
would like to share, please submit
using the respective links below:
http://mccchicago.org/historyproject/
http://mccchicago.org/recipe-form/

MCCA Skokie campus students have
been embarking on a new way of studying Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Math (STEM). At the start of this
semester, all students in 1st-5th grades
have been taking our new weekly STEM
course, taught by Mrs. Linda Adhami,
where they complete exciting challenges that integrate each of these four
disciplines into one learning experience.
Mrs. Adhami teaches the course,
designed to be a student-centered,
hands-on, integrative approach to scientific problem-solving that encourages
learning from trial and error. 3rd-5th
graders solve the challenges as a group
learning how to collaborate and take
on specific tasks that contribute to the
whole process.
In these first weeks of STEM, Mrs. Adhami focused on teaching students
about the engineering design process,
which is a series of steps engineers follow to come up with a solution to a
problem. These steps include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Define the Problem
Do Background Research
Specify Requirements
Brainstorm Solutions
Choose the Best Solution
Do Development Work
Build a Prototype

• Test and Redesign
• Reflect upon Learnings
Kids are excited about STEM class,
and the new challenges each week
which have already included robotics
with ozobots, designing and building
their toys, and freestyle model-making.
In the coming weeks, students will work
on challenges that include towers, catapults, launchers, mazes, balloon cars,
floating boats, and balance.
We are working with STEM Scouts of
America to collaborate on some of the
projects. They have donated materials
towards our STEM program, and we
appreciate their support.
(Imam Shakir: Continued from page 2)

Imam Zaid Shakir is a leading scholar of Islam in the West, who after officiating Muhammad Ali’s funeral has
been called “America’s Imam.” He is
one of three co-founders of Zaytuna
College, where he has taught courses
in Arabic, spirituality, contemporary
Muslim thought, history, politics, and
Shafi’I fiqh. He also serves on its Board
of Trustees.
For information regarding these and
any of our events please visit us at
www.mccchicago.org.
Since this is an Islamic publication, please
dispose of it in a respectable Islamic manner.
Disposal bins available at MCC Elston.

MCC Publication Committee:
Shabnam Mahmood—Chair/Editor-in-chief
Syed Mahmood—Co-Chair
M. Sabih Uddin—Advertising Manager
Hafiz Ikhlas Ansari—Prayer Timetable
Mohsin Bhatty—Distribution
The Message is a monthly publication of the Muslim Community Center that informs members of administration,
organization and committee activities of MCC/MEC.
Submit your questions and comments editormccpublications@gmail.com. The opinions expressed in The Message
do not necessarily represent those of the Publication Committee. The editor reserves the right to edit all material.

Smile Dentistry

Muslim Community Center
4380 N Elston Ave
Chicago, IL 60641
www.mccchicago.org

Send address corrections to:
Muslim Community Center
4380 N Elston Ave
Chicago, IL 60641
Phone:(773) 725-9047
Fax: (773) 725-1616
Membership Questions
pkashif1@gmail.com

