
Dear Brothers and Sisters, السالم عليكم,  
 
         
     Ramadan Mubarak to all of you! 
May Allah (SWT) make this month a 
source of blessing to you and your 
family and may He make your wor-
ship in this month as productive as 
possible. We hope you use MCC and 
MEC as a place where this can hap-
pen.  
 
     At MEC, things will remain con-
sistent for our taraweeh prayers with 
Maulana Yousuf Abdullah. The pray-
ers and talks will be live-streamed on 
YouTube for those who cannot attend 
in person, In Sha Allah. At MCC, our 
imam, Sh. Ibrahim Khader, will be 
leading taraweeh. We have added a 
new audio-visual system at MCC this 
year as well, so we will be able to live 
stream as well. We will have daily 
iftar at both locations, and there will 
be itikaaf and Qiyam on the last ten 
nights.  
 
     We are also working on having Eid 
prayers at an outdoor location as well 
for the whole community. Please be 
aware of the announcement during 
the month for more information on 
this.  
 
     Finally, as we celebrate our 50th 
anniversary, please think about     
donating to our endowment and    
giving back to MCC. Also, remember, 
our 50th Gala will be September 21st, 
2019! 
 
     Any questions or comments or 
concerns, please feel free to contact 
me. 
 
Regards, 
 
Kamran Hussain 
president@mccchicago.org 
847-452-5811              
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     Ramadan…a time of rituals, celebration, and gathering. A time meant to recon-
nect with the Creator after a year of distance and sin. A time of self-reflection, pon-
dering and worship. A time when the recitation of the Quran decorates the prayer 
halls and homes.  
 
     In this sacred month, is a night better than a thousand months. Whoever stands 
in worship and prayer is forgiven for all that was done before. This month the bank-
rupt in deeds strike great bounty of blessings and forgiveness. This month broken 
families are united once again. This month we truly learn about ourselves. 
 
     Sometimes it's easy to blame our shortcomings on Iblees; however our actions 
this month prove who is to blame. If he is chained and imprisoned from affecting 
us, how then do we justify our misdeeds? 
 
     It's important to double down on rectifying our personalities and addictions. Per-
haps learn to purge our hearts from the diseases that take root? Instead of gossip-
ing and hate, pray for your brothers and sisters and see the good in them. Instead 
of spending hours watching shows and news-feed, dedicate your time to the words 
of our Creator. Give to the unfortunate, spread kindness and generosity, stand the 
nights in prayer, and recite the Quran whenever you have time.  
 
     The Prophet, peace, and blessings be upon him, said, “When the first night of 
Ramadan comes, the Shayatin and evil Jinn are chained tight. The doors of the Fire 
are sealed, not to be opened. The doors of Jannah are opened, not to be closed. A 
caller will say, “Let the seeker of good come forth [to the forgiveness of Allah], and 
let the seeker of evil stop [from sinning]! And indeed Allah will set people free from 
the Fire [this month].” This call will happen every night” (Tirmidhi 682) 

Sheikh Ibrahim’s  

“Imam-oirs” 

 

     MEC Sunday School held it’s 15th Annu-
al Inter-School Qirat Competition on April 
7th, 2019. This event is an educational 
competition which aims to encourage to-
day’s generation by strengthening their 
connection to the Holy Quran and a staple 
for the Chicago area community for many 
years.  
     It was a full day event that included 
finalists from twenty-two schools, perfor-
mances by judges with Ijaza, guest speak-
er, remarks from MEC Sunday School Prin-
cipal and MCC President, and Zabiha-Halal 

(Continued on page 3) 

15th Annual Inter-School Qirat Competition 
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     The scene sets the expectations for 
holistic living. The event started with a 
short breathing exercise to focus minds 
and release tension/stress from the 
mind & body.    
 
     The program began after the     
opening dua. Samples were synchro-
nized with the slideshow which gave a 
feel for holistic food. The audience was 
also led in a couple of stretches while 
explaining the benefits of exercise.  
Overall, the attendees enjoyed the  
program and we look forward to      
another one soon, In Sha Allah. —      
Dr. Sam, MCC WC Chair 
 
     “Living a Holistic life, I think all of us 
like the idea, but how can we do that? I 
went to the program on March 30th 
that was organized by Women’s Com-
mittee. Alhamdulillah! It shed a new 
light into that perspective. We exer-
cised, listened to Islamic nasheeds, ate 
delicious food which I thought had 
meat, but was surprised to find out 
that the food had veggies only, and 
spent time with many women. We had 
the physical, mental, and spiritual as-
pects of our lives.” - Mrs. Musleh 
 
     “It was a wonderful & very unique 
program. Lots of effort from Saeeda & 
her wonderful team. I enjoyed every bit 
of it. Thanks a lot.”-Mrs. Nasreen 
Sarwar. 

     “The setup and intricate details were 
very thoughtful...I am glad I attended 
and brought my family with me.”-Dr. 
Sabeel’s daughter, Zainab Ahmed. 

     April saw several youth-focused 
events at both MCC and MEC, the 
most successful of which was the 
MCC Youth Ice Cream Sunday Family 
Night. Families enjoyed a short talk 
by Hafiz Azim with some very deli-
cious ice cream sundaes. 
  
     The MCC Youth Committee was 
pleased to host, in collaboration with 
Mawaddah Matrimony, one of the 
first Single Muslims Meet-and-Greet 
seminar of its kind at MEC. The event 
was well attended and received by 
participants who spent time learning 
from the experiences and perspec-
tives of the other attendees, doing 
self-reflective exercises and learned a 
number of essential skills from our 
speaker, Amany Suleiman, for finding 
“the one” and “being the one." We 
are looking forward to hosting similar 
events in the future, In Sha Allah. 
 
     Sister Ena continued discussing 
the life lessons taken from the biog-
raphy of Sayyiduna Khadijah (RA) 
during another Young Sisters Empow-
erment Circle (YSEC) with the girls 
while they enjoyed light snacks. YSEC 
will still meet during Ramadan, In Sha 
Allah. For the month of May YSECs 
will meet on May 4th and will cover 
the final part of the life of Sayyiduna 
Khadija (RA) (there will be games and 
prizes for the final session of Sayyidu-
na Khadijah) and May 18th which will 
cover the beginning of the life of Say-
yiduna Fatima (RA). 
 
     Coming up is the first outdoor 
youth event of the year - Tree 
Planting at Horner Park with Open-
land Conservatory. This event is open 
to all. 
 
     Coming up on Friday, May 3rd 
from 6:30-9:15 the MCC Elston Youth 
Shura will be hosting their first ever 
event, a movie screening of Bilal: A 
New Breed of Hero at the Elston loca-
tion for youth ages 7 and older. The 
Youth Shura is made up of young and 
engaged community members (ages 
13-17) who volunteer their time and 
energy to give back to their commu-
nity by creating events, activities, and 
opportunities to engage the youth at 
MCC Elston. More details and a flyer 
to come soon In Sha Allah. 
 
     For further information about up-
coming youth events, please visit our 
webpage www.mcchicago.org/youth-
council/  

MCC Youth In ActionMCC Youth In Action  
     The MEC Women’s Committee has 
been busy organizing multiple events 
for its community in the last month. 
 
•    On March 29th, the Mommy and 
Me program arranged a field trip for 
our young members to the Morton 
Grove Fire Station. Kids and their moms 
had lots of fun exploring the fire truck 
and fire station. 

•    Aalima Sakina Syeda’s Ramadan 
Prep series was also a huge hit, espe-
cially among our English-speaking 
members. Aalima Sakina talked about 
the do’s and don’ts of fasting and the 
best way to gain the maximum barakah 
of the blessed month of Ramadan. 
•    Our new Muslim sisters’ classes are 
going well as planned. This class is 
attended by sisters who recently      
converted to Islam and also few non-
Muslim sisters who are in the process 
of converting. Currently, they are learn-
ing the basics of Islam, five pillars,    
Allah’s holy book. 
•    Also, our sisters’ dawah class taught 
by Br. Sabeel is going full house Ma Sha 
Allah. Around 20 ladies attend the class 
to learn about the misconceptions of 
Islam, how to properly do dawah. 
•    Moreover, Parenting in Islam an 
Urdu lecture was arranged by the MEC 
WC on the 23rd of  March. Sr. Fariha 
Shakeel talked about the basic princi-
ples of parenting in the western world 
and how parents can help their children 
to succeed in both worlds. 
•    On 23rd March, the MEC WC also 
partnered up with Tawatur for a suc-
cessful clothing drive. Eastern formal 
ladies clothes were collected and sent 
to Pakistan where KOOHI GOTH team 
will distribute them to the needy in the 
rural areas of Pakistan. 



stances.  There is no sense of favor gen-
erated in the giver nor a sense of obliga-
tion in the receiver. 
 
     Zakat is a centrally organized activity 
in an Islamic state.  Even Muslims living 
in non-Islamic countries are urged to 
organize Zakat centrally.  It is notewor-
thy that, to make central administration 
possible, Allah (swt) Himself has spelled 
out that the administrators of Zakat be 
paid from the Zakat funds [9:60]. The 
central administration also enables    
anonymity between the giver and the 
receiver. 
 
     One might ask, is Zakat effective in 
resolving the needs of the poor and   
unfortunate? Let’s see how our country 
America, for example, would fare if all 
Americans gave charity in the amount of 
2.5% of their wealth. Below is a           
simplified calculation chart. —  
 
Mohammed Kaiseruddin, Chairman,  
Zakat Chicago, a CIOGC committee 
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food provided by the MEC Sunday 
School PTO. 
     This year’s Qirat competition was 
the largest event of its kind in Chicago’s 
history. Around 250 students from 
twenty-two Islamic schools in the Chi-
cagoland area participated in a friendly 
match. The competition, due to its 
enormity, was divided into three sepa-
rate areas, men’s prayer area, the 
basement, and the gym. Four judges 
evaluated each grade category for the 
style of presentation, the quality of 
memorization, voice, and style of reci-
tation, and, of course, tajweed. Over 
500 people attended the event, provid-
ing a fun and competitive platform for 
our young generation.   

      

Zakat is an exceptional kind of charity.  
It is designed to help the poor and 
needy members of the society, and 
more importantly, to do it in a way that 
positively influences the social order. 
The Zakat system reflects Allah’s (swt) 
wisdom.  
 
      Let’s be clear – the primary reason 
Muslims give Zakat is to comply with 
Allah’s (swt) ordinance.  It is similar to 
other ordinances of performing the 
prayers, fasting or performing the Hajj, 
which has all been designated by the 
Prophet (S) as the Pillars of Islam.  Za-
kat’s importance is evident also be-
cause it is mentioned more than thirty 
times in the Quran.   
   
     Zakat seeks to establish a positive 
relationship between the giver and re-
ceiver of charity.  It applies to the 
wealth of the giver, not to his/her in-
come.  After the wealth has been with 
a Muslim for one full year, he/she re-
moves a small part of it as Zakat/
charity, a requirement of a Muslim 
without even knowing who needs the 
charity.  The receiver of charity accepts 
it as his/her right under the circum-

(Qirat Continued from page 1) 

For information regarding these and 

any of our events please visit us at 

www.mccchicago.org. 

 Anniversary Memories 

          Be part of MCC history! In prep-

aration for MCC’s 50th anniversary 

celebrations we invite you all to par-

ticipate in the festivities. If you have 

any historical information or memo-

ries or culinary memories/recipes 

for a particular event you would like 

to share, please submit using the 

respective links below: 

http://mccchicago.org/history-project/ 

http://mccchicago.org/recipe-form/ 

Zakat: Its Impact on  

Social Order 
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