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President’s Report
Dear Brothers and Sisters, السالم عليكم,
In Sha Allah the month of March will
be an eventful one at the MCC. I
wanted to highlight three things that
you will be evident at the MCC during
the month.
First, the MCC Census Committee is
doing a great job of bringing awareness
to the MCC Community about the
importance of being counted. Dr. Saba
Khan and her team, along with the help
of CIOGC and the Illinois Coalition,
have secured government grants to
help get the Muslim community in and
around the MCC to get counted. The
Census Committee has done a great job
of dispelling any misconceptions about
the US Census that happens every ten
years.
Secondly, the MCC Academy will be
holding its annual fundraising dinner
on March 14th. We encourage our
whole community to come and
celebrate its 30th year! We have come
a long way with a handful of students
to educating a campus filled with over
400 children!
Lastly, at the end of the month, MCC
is making its first Umrah Trip led by Sh.
Ibrahim Khader. We are going from
March 20th-29th that coincides with
most Spring Breaks in the area. This
Umrah trip is also a tour of the
historical places in Makkah and
Madinah that the Prophet Muhammad
(S) went to such as Mt. Uhud, Cave
Hira, Jannatul Baqi, etc. We encourage
everyone to come as we can create a
mini MCC within the cities of Makkah
and Madinah! Jazak Allah Khair.
Regards,
Kamran Hussain
president@mccchicago.org
847-452-5811

Sheikh Ibrahim’s “Imam-oirs”
“And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find
tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection and mercy. Indeed in that are
signs for a people who give thought.” 30:21

Commonly, this verse is recited at almost every marriage ceremony,
celebrating that union and enjoying such a precious moment. Perhaps elaborating
on its meanings and pondering its wisdom, there could be even more beautiful
gems of wisdom to uncover.
Most obviously, any creation mentioned in the Quran that is magnificent
and beautiful in nature is a sign of the beauty and majesty of its Creator. This style
of analogy is quite common, even within our own human framework. Take a
young woman, for example. While exhibiting the most eloquent manners, she
maintains a sense of intellect and character. In some cultures, they would look at
these remarkable virtues as the fruits of her parents’ labor, highlighting their
effort and care in raising their daughter.
Similarly, when we draw our in the Quran towards a creation, its
magnificence and beauty are indebted to the Creator who made it. Keep in mind,
if the creation mentioned is so amazing, it is necessary that its Creator is even
more so.
There are a few creations mentioned in the aforementioned verse. The
first is the creation of mates or pairs. If Allah had willed it, there would have been
no genders. However, His design is to be merciful to the creation. The universe
was created with fearsome elements that only His Mercy keeps at bay. Whether
they are terrible diseases, erupting volcanos, howling hurricanes, trembling
earthquakes, prowling predators, or the silent, terrifying darkness of night, it is
from the mercy of Allah that a mate was created to find comfort in such a
turbulent world.
Simply making couples is not enough, however. Our creation is not void of
feelings of attachment and longing. And so, Allah also created what we define as
love and compassion. This has a few interesting points to reflect on:
1. If the feelings of love and compassion imbued in our hearts are made by
Allah, it is fairly safe to assume the nature of our Creator Himself.
2. The design of Humanity is so detailed that simple procreation is not enough.
There has to be longing, attachment, care, and love. This sets humans apart
from animals, as their choices are based on even more detailed factors. You
cannot compare a 2-dimensional chart to a 3-dimensional one.
3. These feelings make the process of living more enjoyable, lasting, and
relevant. Everyone experiences it (in their own way), and everyone craves it.
It also dictates which actions are worthwhile, and which should be avoided.
There are many more points to consider, as this Quran is endless in its wisdom
and detail. Whenever this verse is recited, try pondering its meanings a little
more. It is through Tadabbur or pondering the words of Allah that our minds can
settle, and hearts connect with Allah.
“The ones who believe and their hearts are peaceful with the remembrance of Allah.
Listen, the hearts find peace only in the remembrance of Allah.” 13:28
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MCC Youth In Action

Alhamdullilah MEC women’s Committee had an informative Safety Seminar presented by Officer Sophia Syed in
January, where our community learned
about safety tips, rights within the law,
do’s, and don’ts of bias-related incidents and other concerns of the Muslim community.
Mommy & Me
had a blast with
the first-ever
bubble show by
Mr. Ben. It was a
very successful
show with over
100 kids, many
who volunteered
to go on stage
and help out with
bubbles. Inshallah, we will have
this show again in the future and will
open it to the broader community.
I also wanted to let you know that
my term has ended and a big thank you
to MCC leadership Team, committee
members, volunteers, and all attendees
for helping and supporting me through
these past three years. Alhamdulillah,
it was a great journey, and we had
many successful events and started

updates. For questions,
concerns, etc, please reach
out to our youth
coordinators: Sarah
Kadir, skadir@mccchicago.
org & Aminah McBrydeRedzovic, aminah@mccchi
cago.org.
*RECURRING EVENTS Middle School Boys
(Grades 6-8) - Fridays 7:159:30pm
Youth of MCC (High School
& College Girls & Boys) Sundays 10:45am
Sisterhood Circle (HS,
College, and Young
Professional) - Fridays 7:30
-9:00pm
YM Brothers (High School/
College) - Saturdays
6:30pm
YM Sisters (High School/
College) - Saturdays
4:00pm
Open Gym (Ages 14-25) Saturdays -- Girls - 5:006:30pm \ Boys - 2:304:30pm

many new ones. Please continue to
show your support by attending and
donating so that we can keep doing this
amazing work for women and kids in
our community.
Keep me and all MCC in your duas!
~Aaliya Rana

Interfaith & Outreach Committee:
Border Visit
This February, members of MCC,
Winnetka Congregational Church and
Congregation Hakefa had the fortune of
going on an interfaith trip to the U.S Mexico border. Putting their faith into
action, they jointly planned a trip to
witness the condition of myriad asylum
seekers.

Twenty-two people, including eight
Muslims, traveled to Brownsville,

It’s Census year again! The Census
survey happens every ten years to
count every individual living in America.
The count determines our congressional representation in the House of Representatives and the state’s funding
from the federal government for the
next ten years -- that’s for our libraries,
schools, hospitals, roads, and all the
resources our communities use. The
2020 survey will have nine questions; it
asks simple questions like your name,
the race you identify with, how many
people live in your household, your age,
etc. There is no question on your citizenship or religion, and your information is protected under federal law.
A letter from the Census Bureau will
arrive at your address, inviting you to
fill out the Census survey on behalf of
your household. The survey can be taken online (for the first time!), over the
phone, or by a paper form. Our communities have grown in number over the
last ten years, and our government
should know who we are and how to
help our communities flourish. The Census is how we do this -- get counted in
2020! — Sr. Anjum Ali
Texas. They were profoundly moved by
what they saw, kangaroo courts that
admitted only .04% of refugees into our
country, early morning flights deporting families back to their countries,
even a Walmart made into a child detention center. They also served 1000
meals daily to a tent city in Mexico.
The I & O Committee urges all to come
to MEC on Wednesday, April 1st, from
7-9 pm, to hear more of their incredible
story.
— Asif Masood

MEC Sunday School Inaugural
Community Service Event!

As part of new initiatives to create beneficial programs for the students at MEC Sunday School, the
first Bagged Lunch event was hosted in collaboration with Project
Rizq this February! Students
brought in juice and snacks as donations and were provided with
fruits, bagels, and cream cheese to
add to the lunch bags. They even
added a handwritten note to personalize each bag.
This offered students an opportunity to realize and acknowledge
the reality of hunger in our local
communities. Through the process,
they were able to make a positive

Calling All Artists!!!!
Enter The Message’s Cartoon Contest!!
Rules:
1. Cartoons may be 1-5 panels and contain an Islamic theme.
2. Cartoons must be the original work of
the artist. (Artists should be 15+)
3. Please email your artwork to editormccpublications@gmail.com along
with your full name/address/phone #
4. Cartoons will be chosen to the discretion of the Publication team.
5. If your cartoon is chosen you will be
contacted and your artwork will appear in the following month’s print.
6. Prizes will be given out to winners.
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President: Kamran Hussain
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impact first hand while seeing the
work involved in such efforts. This
also highlighted the value of working with peers to accomplish a
huge task of putting together 250
bags in just an hour. While this was
the first time our Sunday school
students had this opportunity, it
will continue to be offered in the
future and expanded to include
other grades. Hence, all our students get to engage in this valuable experience, In Sha Allah.
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Nominations:
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Census Explained by Youth
MCC youth, Eiman Naviad, explains
the importance of the 2020 Census.
Every decade, Congress carries out
what is known as the Census, or a recount of the United States’ population
to rearrange the division of the house
seats. The redistricting and reapportionment of congressional seats allows
for the distribution of more than $657
billion in federal funds. These funds
support states, counties, and communities with their various goals and programs, which include, but are not limited to, improvement in education, (to
read the rest of this article please visit
us online at www.mccchicago.org).
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