
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  السالم عليكم,  
 
     Indeed, with every hardship comes 
ease" Allah (S) states in Surah Inshira. 
And indeed, we are now facing a test 
throughout the world. This is 
something that is not going to 
discriminate between man and 
woman, young and old, and no matter 
what you believe or what color your 
skin is. This existential threat is 
genuinely a sign from Allah (S), and it is 
at this time we try our hardest to fight 
this battle with restrain.  
 
     As Coronavirus hits the United 
States, we as a country have reacted 
late as we try to "flatten" the curve, so 
it does not take a strain on our health 
care system. In Sha Allah, for most of 
us who may be infected with the 
Coronavirus, nothing will happen. But 
we may be carriers that can affect 
those that are vulnerable, our elders, 
and those with systematic conditions. 
And if we do not make an effort to stop 
this now, it may cause grave danger to 
our society as we have seen what it has 
done to Italy.  
 
     At the MCC, we met with our Imams 
and infectious disease doctors and 
other physicians who have studied the 
patterns of epidemics, and we, as the 
Executive Council, decided to shut 
down the MCC indefinitely. It was a 
regrettable decision but one that had 
to be done. As our imams learned of 
the grave nature of this potential 
condition, they readily gave their 
religious authority to close the masjid 
down for the betterment of the 
community and the long term benefit 
of the community. Their guidance 
made our decision easy as we had the 
support from everyone in our meeting. 
With Ramadan approaching, this also 
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     Often times you hear the phrase, “Your fate is in your hands.” With further 
analysis, this statement increases in its inaccuracy. Think about it. Are our 
hands not limited, incapable, shortsighted, and finite? A realistic person would 
admit that every blessing surrounding them is not by their choice. If our fate 
was truly left to our own hands, we would falter and fail continuously. 
Humanity has no control over the air swirling in its lungs, the rain that feeds 
vegetation and livestock, or the warmth of the sun soothing its skin.  
This is quite liberating, knowing that every affair and detail of our lives is 
watched over and catered to us by our Lord. The Prophet, peace be upon him, 
teaches us that Allah’s angels patrol our paths, protecting us from harm that we 
cannot even anticipate. Allah says, 

01:28 -َوإِنَّ َعلَْيُكْم لََحافِِظيَن   

while (appointed) over you there are watchers, 
01:22 -ِكَراًما َكاتِبِيَن   

who are noble, writers (of the deeds), 
01:21 -َيْعلَُموَن َما َتْفَعلُوَن   

who know whatever you do. 
What then is in our control? Our actions, though encompassed by Allah’s 
knowledge and wisdom, are our own choice. When placed in a circumstance, 
we can choose to exercise caution, bravery, foolishness or ignorance. We have 
the autonomy to act in response to the crucibles we face in this life. The 
consequences for these actions will be determined by Allah, either incurring 
hardships in this life and the next, or blessing us with relief and reward. 
This viewpoint is indeed a very empowering one - Why worry about 
circumstances beyond control at the expense of a sound emotional state? Panic, 
fear, anxiety… All are rooted in the presumption that negative circumstances 
cannot be changed or overcome. Feelings of despair rise when an individual has 
lost sight of the Creator and placed all hopes in a limited world. This binding 
helplessness could only affect people who do not internalize this Islamic 
sentiment. 
Allah says, 

ئَِك لَُهْم َعَذاٌب أَلِيٌم  ْحَمتِي َوأُولََٰ ئَِك َيئُِسوا ِمن رَّ ِ َولَِقائِِه أُولََٰ 12:12 -َوالَِّذيَن َكَفُروا بِآَياِت َّللاَّ  

And those who deny the signs of Allah and meeting with Him - those will despair 
of My mercy, and those are the ones for whom there is a painful punishment. 

We are currently facing a practical example of how this viewpoint is crucial – 
the spread of the virus COVID-19 (widely known simply as the coronavirus). This 
contagious spread has gripped the worlds attention and has brought a few 
communities to a standstill. This epidemic has wrought panic and chaos to 
peoples plans, their personal discussions and priorities, and their economy. This 
spread has shown how fragile we as humans truly are; the great infrastructures 
which took generations to build have fallen to fear and alarm in the matter of a 
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Muslim Community Center’s Response to the Coronavirus Outbreak: UPDATE 
As-salaamu’Alaikum 

 
From the Leadership of MCC, we pray for the health of you and your family. Inshallah with continued guidance 
from the Scholars and Health Officials, we will provide  you up to date information as we receive it.  Below is 
further guidance:    

 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY 

ALL OF THE FOLLOWING GATHERINGS ARE CANCELED OR POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER               
NOTICE  AT THE MCC MORTON GROVE AND ELSTON LOCATIONS:  

 
**NEW** ALL SALAH AT BOTH MASAJID ARE CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE. 

MCC Committee Events/Lectures/Classes ( small or large) 
All Imam lectures 
Live Interview Rehab and Welfare Zakat Distribution and Project Rizq Food Drive  
Private Events such as nikkahs, aqiqqahs and other events  
All Jummahs Khutbahs 
Full-time, Saturday and Sunday School  

 
                                     THE FOLLOWING PROGRAMS ARE STILL CONTINUING UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE:  

     Office hours will be limited at this time as no further bookings of halls or events are allowed.  
     Staff will be redirected for building support matters. 
     For Janazah preparations please email info@muslimfuneralservices.com or 

call Muslim Funeral Services @ 815 -549-9400. Prayer services direction will be 
given at the time of request. 
 

 
                                                                            *** STAY TUNED FOR FURTHER NEWS*** 
                                     NEXT STEPS: ALL  MCC ELSTON, MORTON GROVE AND SKOKIE LOCATIONS  

1.     MCC Operations Department  will complete the following actions at all locations:  
  Wiping down all common area touchpoints (e.g., doors, light switches, countertops, sinks 
faucets , faucet handles etc.) throughout the day with an EPA certified disinfectant. 
  Placing hand sanitizers in common areas throughout the buildings. 
  Performing added in-depth cleaning of our facility on a regular basis.  

 
2.        In Addition, All  MCC  Elston, Morton Grove And Skokie locations  

 
•  Shampooing the men’s and women’s Prayer area and rugs by professional 3rd party 
company 
•  Specialized Disinfection of all MCC locations will be conducted weekly by professional 3rd 
party company. 

           
 

REMINDERS  
 

As a Reminder Safety Tips per the CDC 
 

Fever, Cough and Shortness of breath should seek medical attention.  
Restrict your activities in public areas if you are ill and avoid close contact with others, this includes the  Masjid.  
Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after blowing your nose,  coughing, or 
sneezing; going to the bathroom; and before eating or preparing food.  
If soap and water are not readily available, use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer with at least 60% alcohol, 
covering all surfaces of your hands and rubbing them together until they feel dry. 
Soap and water are the best option if hands are visibly dirty.  
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth with unwashed hands.  
Abstain from handshaking. 
If you are traveling overseas, follow the CDC’s guidance: wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel   

 
Currently, there are no vaccines available to prevent novel coronavirus infections. 
 

How severe is the novel Coronavirus? 
 

Most coronavirus illnesses are mild with fever and cough. The vast majority of people with novel coronavirus 
infection do not require hospital care. A much smaller percentage of people get severely ill with lung and breathing 

problems like pneumonia.  
 
Elderly people and individuals with underlying medical conditions are at highest risk. 
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How is Coronavirus spread per the CDC? 
 

Through respiratory droplets when an infected person coughs or sneezes. 
Between people who are in close contact with one another (within about 6 feet). 
By touching a surface or object with the virus and then touching the mouth, nose, or eyes. 

 
    More information can be found on https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-community-
faith-organizations.html. We are in direct contact with the Skokie Health Department and they are advising us on a day 
to day basis.  We encourage you to stay home and away from public spaces if you are feeling sick and to seek the care of 
a physician. May Allah  protect and preserve all of our families during this time of trial and tribulation.  
 
Jazakallahu Khair,  
 
Dr. Kamran Hussain, President 
MCC Board of Directors  
MCC Executive Council 
MCC Religious affairs/Imams of MCC 

puts our buildings in jeopardy of not 
having it filled with people breaking their 
fasts and praying well into the night. This 
is something we have to plan for. But I 
would urge everyone to start practicing 
social distancing and try to remain at 
home.  
 
     There are heroes in our communities, 
such as doctors and health care 
providers, service workers (police 
officers, firemen, and women), and 
others who have to work to make sure 
there is order in our city. However, the 
rest of us need to practice restraint. We 
are going to help those in need. Please 
see the flyer in this newsletter about our 
youth stepping up to provide for elders.  
 
     We will still be supporting our zakat 
recipients as well, but it won't be in our 
building. Please email our zakat email for 
help. We as Muslims are an Ummah, and 
we are social by nature as we have 

congregational prayers, and at MCC, we 
have programs for everyone almost on a 
daily or weekly basis. However, at this 
time, I urge everyone to partake in social 
distancing so that we get an opportunity 
in the near future to meet again inside 
the walls of the MCC. Allah (S) 
sometimes takes something away from 
us so, but we should not see it as a 
punishment but as an opportunity as 
using another channel to get closer to 
Him.  
 
     This is an opportunity to reconnect 
with our children and parents, and 
grandchildren. Doing that for the sake of 
Allah IS a form of Ibadah. Even if you 
cannot see them physically, we now 
have time to breathe and to talk to 
them, over the phone, on texts or email. 
It allows us to be at home and use our 
home as a blessing to connect to Allah 
(S). Read a book on Islam. Listen to the 
podcasts that Sh. Ibrahim will post 
online. Use the home as a sanctuary to 
establish prayer with the family. We all 

know about the rewards of praying in 
the masjid and how the masjid is the 
center of our communities, but now that 
we do not have that, it does not stop us 
from being practicing Muslims. I hope 
and pray this time away will connect us 
to our families as well as Allah (S) just as 
much as coming to the masjid, maybe 
even more as we get time to think. But, I 
pray that when we do reopen our doors, 
it allows us to realize how much we 
actually missed the masjid and used this 
time away to reflect on how much we 
take for granted. I pray that we all see 
each other again soon, and until then, 
please be safe and patient in this difficult 
time. 
 
Regards, 
 
Kamran Hussain 

president@mccchicago.org 
847-452-5811         
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Since this is an Islamic publication, please 
dispose of it in a respectable Islamic manner. 
Disposal bins available at MCC Elston.     
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few weeks over something that cannot be controlled. 
What should we do? The Prophet, peace be upon him, taught us to use the means provided. He would advise (famously) to 
tie the camel and rely upon Allah. When asked, “Oh Muhammad (peace be upon him), when is the Day of Judgement?” His 
response was, “What have you prepared for it?” Meaning a believer takes actions and is not weighed down by crippling 
fear, anxiety, or hesitation. Allah says, 

لِيَن  َ ُيِحبُّ اْلُمَتَوكِّ ِ ۚ إِنَّ َّللاَّ لْ َعلَى َّللاَّ 2:2:2 -َفإَِذا َعَزْمَت َفَتَوكَّ  

Once you have taken a decision, place your trust in Allah. Surely, Allah loves those who place their trust in Him. 
We could perhaps summarize this in the way the Prophet, peace be upon him, used to walk. He would lift his legs and walk 
with purpose and direction. He would lift and bring his feet down with strength and determination. This literal way of 
walking (almost like a march) could be taken as a metaphorical example of how we conduct ourselves as believers – strong, 
steady and determined.  
 
     Yes, we do not have control over our fates. If it is written that disease grips our communities, then we accept the 
challenge and deal with it in due proportion by preparing ahead of time, staying clean, seeking medical help, attending 
educational seminars and workshops, and by praying to Allah to help us in our affairs. If we are spared then we must spend 
our time in thankful worship and dedication to Allah most High. 

َها لََكبِيَرةٌ إَِّلَّ َعلَى اْلَخاِشِعيَن  ََلِة ۚ َوإِنَّ ْبِر َوالصَّ :::1 -َواْسَتِعيُنوا بِالصَّ  
هُْم إِلَْيِه َراِجُعوَن  ِهْم َوأَنَّ ََلقُو َربِّ ُهم مُّ 2::1 -الَِّذيَن َيُظنُّوَن أَنَّ  

And seek help through patience and prayer, and indeed, it is difficult except for the humbly submissive [to Allah ] 
Who are certain that they will meet their Lord and that they will return to Him. 
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